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Mayors Discuss Issues 

Facing Cities    
 

I recently read an article by Brooks 

Rainwater, the Director of the City 

Solutions and Applied Research Center 

at the National League of Cities, reciting 

the top issues discussed by mayors in 

their 2015 State of the City addresses.  

In putting this together, they examined 

100 State of the City speeches in cities 

large and small, with a regionally 

diverse sample from across the county. 

 

The results are by no means earth-

shattering, but certainly confirm that no 

matter how large or small you may be, 

or what part of the country you are in, 

communities are focused on the same 

critical issues. 

 

1. Economic Development (75% of 

speeches) ̙  Economic development 

continues to be the most addressed 

topic in mayoral state of the city 

addresses.  Expanding economic 

opportunity is at the forefront of 

ƌ"Ɩʲ ƌ"ʲƶȉȡ̃ "ô±Ɩ|"ȡ˱ 

2. Infrastructure (57% of speeches) ̙  

City infrastructure - including roads, 

bridges, broadband, public 

transportation, and water and sewer 

systems - is central to the well-

being of cities.  Mayors widely 

prioritized infrastructure 

investments and see it as a 

foundational piece of city success. 

3. Public Safety (55% of speeches) ̙  

Many mayors discussed public 

safety in the context of the 

relationship between police and the 

community.  The idea of public 

safety as a community wide goal 

was highlighted as paramount. 

4. Budgets (43% of speeches) ̙  

Although city budgets took huge 

hits as a result of the recession, city 

leaders are expressing a renewed 

sense of optimism about city fiscal 

health. 

5. Education (41% of speeches) ̙  

Mayors see quality education as the 

foundation for successful 

lƶƌƌɔƖĜȺĜ±ȡ˱  ̄Nothing will define a 

city more than the quality of the 

school system that services that 

lƶƌƌɔƖĜȺʲ˱̅  ̙Mayor William Healy, 

Canton, OH. 

 

These five types of issues are definitely 

consistent with the priorities that I hear 

from around our region  ̙and that are 

critical to the vitality and success of our 

communities.  They are also mutually 

dependent and mutually supporting  ̙

ȡĜƌĜŴ"ȉ Ⱥƶ ȺĊ± ̄lĊĜlŦ±Ɩ "Ɩ| ±ôô̅ 

dilemma.  A healthy budget is essential 

to the building of essential 

infrastructure, ensuring public safety 

and providing quality education  ̙vital 

components to any successful economic 

development effort.  And economic 

development 

continues to be 

a strategic 

driver for 

ensuring fiscal 

vitality and 

health.  The 

circle continues! 

2015  

ìȉƶƌ ȺĊ± °ʬ±lɔȺĜʘ± {Ĝȉ±lȺƶȉ˲ 



At the Donald Charrette in 

November, 2013, Donald City 

Manager Heidi Bell learned that 

the citizens of Donald valued 

public art and that the University 

of Oregon students, as well as 

Donald leaders and community 

participants, all agreed that the 

ȡŦ"Ⱥ± Ǻ"ȉŦ̃ȡ ±ƌǺȺʲ l±ƌ±ƖȺ ʞ"ŴŴ 

was screaming for color, creativity 

and art. She discovered that the 

North Marion High School offered 

a National Art Honor Society 

chapter and thought it would be 

perfect to work with that group, as 

it would give local students the 

outlet to work in a big space on a 

public project.  

In late June, 2014, teacher Sara 

Bailey and Ms. Bell met at the 

Donald Skate Park to discuss the 

possibilities of the making the 

Skate Park into a site for public art. 

For about one year the students 

worked on their art, revising and 

visioning  ̙at different points they 

proposed layouts and ideas to the 

Donald City Council.  It was clear 

that they were passionate about 

their work and committed to 

getting the feedback from the 

Council. The Council liked hearing 

the updates and working on a 

positive project.  

 

The final design represents Donald 

and includes a row of hazelnut 

trees with hot air balloons in the 

sky.  Also included is one of the 

Wilco Farmers Co-op grain 

elevators, which were prominent 

landmarks in town before being 

torn down earlier this year due to 

safety concerns and obsolescence.  

There are also hidden items in the 

mural that viewers will be 

encouraged to find.  A panel 

lƶƖȺ"ĜƖĜƖô ȡƶƌ± ƶí ȺĊ± lĜȺʲ̃ȡ 

history is also included.   

 

Along the way, people were 

worried about graffiti damaging 

the mural but when it came time to 

do the actual work Mrs. Bailey 

made the suggestion of covering 

the wall with an anti -graffiti clear 

coat. As of this point, there is no 

graffiti, and the city has set up a 

security camera at the park.  

 

Additionally, Mrs. Bailey and Ms. 

a±ŴŴ |Ĝ|Ɩ̃Ⱥ Ċ"ʘ± ȡƶƌ± ƶí ȺĊ± 

resources in place that they 

wanted, so they made the most 

out of what they had. They ended 

up having the students paint the 

mural in eleven sections on MDO 

(medium density overlay) boards, 

which allowed the students to be 

at the School in the hot summer 

weather. This also allowed the 

basketball courts at the skate park 

to remain open. Keeping the 

basketball courts open was 

important because there are few 

recreational facilities in Donald, 

and summer vacation had just 

started.  

When it came time to install the 

panels, there were quite a few 

people involved including Sara 

Bailey, Donald Public Works staff, 
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Donald Mural Project  

The final panel being attached to its 

place on the wall.  

Art teacher Sara Bailey, Director of 

the North Marion High School 

National Art Honor Society, and two 

lead students.  

Mayor Daroll Nicholson with  some  

National Art Honor Society students.  

Continued on page 3 

The Donald History panel.  



ìȉƶƌ ȺĊ± óƶʘ±ȉƖƶȉ̃ȡ ƵííĜl±ˮ Ƞ"Ŵ±ƌˮ 

OR̚ The State of Oregon, through 

its economic development arm, 

Business Oregon, and in 

partnership with the State of 

Washington, has received a federal 

designation as one of 12 new 

communities under the Investing 

in Manufacturing Communities 

Partnership (IMCP) initiative, 

oregon.us2.list-manage1.com/

track/click?u=4.  The federal 

program is designed to accelerate 

the resurgence of manufacturing 

by supporting the development of 

coordinated, long -term economic 

development strategies in 

communities. 

 

̄ȹĊĜȡ Ǻȉƶôȉ"ƌ Ĝȡ íƶlɔȡ±| ƶƖ 

rewarding partnership and 

coordination when it comes to 

±lƶƖƶƌĜl |±ʘ±ŴƶǺƌ±ƖȺ ȡȺȉ"Ⱥ±ôʲˮ̅ 

ȡ"Ĝ| óƶʘ±ȉƖƶȉ ť"Ⱥ± aȉƶʞƖ˱ ̄ě̀ƌ 

proud that Oregon put together a 

strong proposal that showcases 

our ability to bring together 

diverse state, regional, and local 

organizations for a common goal - 

economic opportunity for all 

Oregonians." 

 

The Pacific Northwest Manufactur-

ing Partnership, oregon.us2.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=41, 

focused its proposal on the 

opportunity to build on a 

traditional industry - wood 

products - and modernize it. While 

the designation will help in other 

areas, Oregon's position as a 

leader in value-added wood 

products such as cross-laminated 

timber (CLT) is a specific 

opportunity the team will leverage.  

 

̄ìȉƶƌ "Ĝȉlȉ"íȺ Ǻ"ȉȺȡ Ⱥƶ 

semiconductors, high quality 

manufacturing has always been a 

fundamental driver of Oregon's 

±lƶƖƶƌʲˮ̅ ȡ"Ĝ| Ƞ±"Ɩ ȈƶbbĜƖȡˮ 

Director of Business Oregon. 

̄ʝ±̀ȉ± " ǺŴ"l± ȺĊ"Ⱥ ȡȺĜŴŴ ƌ"Ŧ±ȡ ȉ±"Ŵ 

products and we're uniquely 

positioned to shape American 

manufacturing in the 21st century. 

This designation will help us do 

ŞɔȡȺ ȺĊ"Ⱥ˱̅ 

 

Led by Business Oregon, the 

partnership links together key 

research, workforce, and public 

and nonprofit partners, across two 

states and governed by an 

organizational charter. Partners 

include: The City of Eugene, the 

City of Springfield, Oregon State 

University, University of Oregon, 

Portland State University, 

Southwest Washington Workforce 

Development Council, Workforce 

Investment Council of Clackamas 

County, Worksystems, Inc., Oregon 

Manufacturing Extension 

Partnership, Oregon Nanoscience 

and Microtechnologies Institute, 

Oregon BEST, Columbia River 

Economic Development Council, 

Corvallis-Benton County Economic 

Development, Greater Portland Inc, 

Portland Development Commis-

sion, and Mid-Willamette Valley 

Council of Governments.  
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Oregon Recognized for Collaborative Effort to 

Modernize Manufacturing for the 21st Century  
ȺĊ± ȡȺɔ|±ƖȺȡˮ "Ɩ| Ƞ"ȉ" a"ĜŴ±ʲ̃ȡ |"|˱ 

It was a great community event.  At 

the Donald Hazelnut Festival in July 

the mural was unveiled to the 

public.  

kĜȺʲ Ƌ"Ɩ"ô±ȉ ĉ±Ĝ|Ĝ a±ŴŴ ȡ"Ĝ|ˮ ̄ěȺ Ĝȡ " 

really neat mural  ̙ʞĜȺĊ " ĊɔƖȺ Ɩ̃ 

seek element to it. It makes it 

interactive and quite fun for all 

"ô±ȡ˳̅  

Donald Mural cont.  

North Marion School District Super-

intendent Boyd Keiser  with some  

National Art Honor Society students.  

The panel with the hidden picture 

find instructions.  

http://oregon.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=41b11f32beefba0380ee8ecb5&id=bf5e218a57&e=8b2ce66d7f.
http://oregon.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=41b11f32beefba0380ee8ecb5&id=bf5e218a57&e=8b2ce66d7f.
http://oregon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41b11f32beefba0380ee8ecb5&id=ec191ce968&e=8b2ce66d7f
http://oregon.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=41b11f32beefba0380ee8ecb5&id=ec191ce968&e=8b2ce66d7f
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A new 15,000 square foot play 

area, called the Big Toy, has been 

added to Keizer Rapids Park.   

 

The Big Toy was designed by 3,400 

local children and their drawings 

were compiled by landscape 

architects.  This combined effort 

resulted in a playground design 

featuring many unique 

components, including the Oregon 

Wallace House log cabin, a castle, 

an eastern Oregon dinosaur dig, 

Smith Rock climbing wall, a paddle 

boat, Salem-Keizer Volcanoes slide, 

and Willamette Valley fire trucks 

with misters.  The Big Toy has 

adaptive play equipment that will 

make possible healthy, active 

outdoor activities for all 

of the children who play 

there. 

 

Strong community 

support; including 

Rotary clubs, chambers 

of commerce, fire 

departments, Salem-

Keizer Transit, and area 

businesses, organiza-

tions and individuals; 

has made this concept 

a reality.  Volunteer 

workers, supervised by 

skilled construction 

captains, built this 

playground in less than 

a week.  The volunteers 

worked in teams and 

individually for four 

hour shifts to complete 

this build on time.  

 

Fundraising efforts garnered 101 

percent of the needed funds for 

the newly completed playground.  

Future plans include adding a 

poured-in-place rubber surface, 

and fundraising will continue 

towards that goal. 

 

! ̂ȡƶíȺ ƶǺ±ƖĜƖỗ ƶllɔȉȉ±| ƶƖ ŝɔƖ± 

14th and a free concert was held 

on June 27th to honor the 

volunteers at the Keizer Rotary 

Amphitheater.  The Grand Opening 

was held on August 29th. 

ť±Ĝˈ±ȉ̃ȡ aĜô ȹƶʲ 

The vacant lot prior to development  
Above and Below: Volunteers and construction 

captains work on building the Big Toy.  

Left: Overhead view of the Big Toy, 

being enjoyed by local families.  

 

Below: The entrance to the Tot Lot -

a section designed for toddlers.  


