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From Livable to Memorable 

Communities ... At the recent North 

Santiam Economic Vitality Summit 

(sponsored by GROW-EDC, Rural 

Development Initiatives and the Ford 

Family Foundation) held in Stayton, the 

Keynote Speaker, Lanie McMullin 

(Executive Director of Economic 

Development for the City of Everett, WA), 

highlighted seven characteristics of a 

vital community and three mistakes that 

will guarantee failure.  They absolutely 

deserve repeating. 

 

A vital community: 

 Values education - This includes 

the entire gamut of education and 

educational opportunities for all 

ages.  It includes a clear path from 

kindergarten to a post-graduate 

degree.   

 Embraces diversity – Appreciates, 

respects and is inclusive of the 

variety of cultures, ethnicity, ages, 

religious beliefs and other 

differences that make communities 

unique.   

 Has gathering places – Both 

outdoors and indoors, including 

parks, libraries, restaurants, 

theaters, pubs, arenas, coffee 

houses, etc.   

 Has a strong arts and cultural 

presence – Embraces the arts and 

values the cultural history of the 

community.   

 Provides philanthropic activities, 

including volunteerism – 

Supports and values opportunities 

to give back to and be involved in 

the community.   

 Knows how to accomplish 

partnerships – Is able to work with 

neighboring communities and a 

wide variety of groups and 

organizations.  Realizes that, 

through cooperation and working 

together, you are able to achieve a 

bigger vision.   

 Celebrates themselves – 

Whatever you are – authentically 

be it.  America loves authenticity, 

and small communities have that 

authenticity – celebrate that. 

 

Three mistakes that can guarantee 

failure: 

 Poor or lack of communication – 

As a change agent, you must learn 

to communicate and this includes 

having to say the hard things first.  

Communication and transparency 

are important keys to moving a 

project forward.   

 Belief in the scarcity model – “If 

you win, I lose.”  This is the belief 

that if a neighboring community 

gets something that you won’t.  It 

is important to realize that “A rising 

tide raises all ships”.  Cooperative 

and collaborative efforts are 

essential to building a stronger and 

more vital region, which is good for 

everyone.   

 Letting past experiences get in 

the way and the attitude that 

new perspectives don’t work – 

New ideas need to respect old 

values and old thoughts, and then 

season them with new perspectives 

and new ideas.  Do not let past 
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On May 21
st
, the City of Salem held 

a groundbreaking ceremony at 

Riverfront Park for the Peter 

Courtney Minto Island Bridge. 

The event was hosted by City of 

Salem Mayor Anna Peterson, 

received a blessing from the 

Confederated Tribes of Grand 

Ronde and the Grand Ronde Tribal 

Drummers, and included 

reflections from Senator Courtney, 

information about the project from 

Salem’s Interim City Manager 

Kacey Duncan, and remarks from 

Hazel Patton of Friends of Two 

Bridges (F2B). Governor Kate 

Brown and State Senator Jackie 

Winters were in attendance, as 

were current and former city of 

Salem city councilors and about 60 

other invited guests and attendees. 

 

Construction work has started in 

April, including bridge foundation 

drilling and excavation, and con-

struction on the path on Minto-

Brown Island. Construction will 

continue until the fall of 2016.  

Stayton-based Legacy Contracting 

Inc. won the contract to build the 

bridge. When completed, the new 

bridge and the Union Street 

Pedestrian Bridge (which was 

renovated in 2009 from its former 

railroad use to a pedestrian/bicycle 

bridge) will connect Salem’s three 

major urban parks -- West Salem’s 

Wallace Marine Park, downtown’s 

Riverfront Park, and Minto Island 

Park -- with more than twenty 

miles of trails. 

 

The new bridge’s design is a tied 

arch bridge with a 14 foot wide 

deck and a 300 foot long clear 

span over the Willamette Slough.  

A new trail and trail improvements 

(over 5000 feet) will be completed 

on the island and linked to the 

existing trails. The funding for 

design, permitting and construc-

tion of the bridge and trail totals 

approximately $10 million. Sixty 

percent of the funding is from the 

city’s urban renewal areas, with the 

remaining from state grants ($3.3 

million), a local non-profit, and the 

Salem Keizer Transportation Area 

Study (SKATS) which provided 

$500,000.  SKATS also provided 

about half the funding on a related 

project completed in 2014 – a new 

800 foot long path from the Union 

Street Pedestrian Bridge path to 

Glen Creek Road within Wallace 

Marine Park. 

 

Detailed information about the 

project can be found at 

www.cityofsalem.net/MintoBridge.   

A short video on YouTube of the 

ceremony can be found at 

http://tinyurl.com/ncbx5sf and info 

on the construction at  

http://tinyurl.com/opr9jsq. 
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Peter Courtney Minto Island Bridge Groundbreaking Ceremony 

Senator Peter Courtney addresses 

the audience at the groundbreaking 

ceremony. 

Mayor Anna Peterson speaks during 

the groundbreaking ceremony. 

http://www.cityofsalem.net/MintoBridge
http://tinyurl.com/ncbx5sf
http://tinyurl.com/opr9jsq


Twenty years ago, GIS made its 

debut at MWVCOG.  GIS, or 

Geographic Information System, 

replaced a CAD (Computer Aided 

Drawing) system that was then in 

use for creating maps.  While CAD 

maps are simply lines, graphics 

and text on a screen or page; GIS 

maps have the power of a robust 

database behind every map 

feature, enabling users to perform 

complex analyses that are not 

possible in a CAD system.  The 

COG's first GIS was a simple stand-

alone desktop program, but it 

paved the way for progress in how 

mapping and analysis were done 

from that point forward. 

 

Today, COG employs two full-time 

GIS Analysts, as well as several 

other staff members who use GIS 

in their work.  Lesley Hegewald 

started at MWVCOG in 1994 as a 

Planning Technician, and operated 

the first GIS program at the 

agency.  She has a B.A. degree in 

Sociology and had two years of 

GIS experience prior to coming to 

the COG.  She specializes in 

mapping for planning activities, 

such as zoning and transportation 

maps, and geographic data 

analysis.  Juan Carlos Torres has 

been with MWVCOG since 2000, 

holds a Masters degree in GIS and 

Remote Sensing from Oregon 

State University, and has an 

extensive IT background, as well.  

He specializes in programming 

custom GIS applications, such as 

the Salem-Keizer School District's 

SchoolFinder website and Yamhill 

County's web GIS application.  He 

also has experience with general 

mapping, web design, and 

computer/server networking. 

 

COG GIS staff have worked on a 

wide variety of projects over the 

past two decades: 

 

 Schools and School Districts: 

Development and 

maintenance of the Salem-

Keizer School District’s 

SchoolFinder web application;  

production of Student Density 

Study for the Salem-Keizer 

School District, which is used 

to project future facilities, staff, 

and equipment needs in the 

schools; post-Census board 

zone redistricting for several 

districts; quarterly Building 

Permit Report production; GIS 

training for district staff. 

 

 Small Cities: Zoning, land use, 

parks, and transportation (TSP 

and TGM) mapping, buildable 

land inventories, utility 

mapping; RIF grant to install 

GIS software and train staff in 

GIS use; mapping for 

Enterprise Zone applications; 

production of maps with 

buffers around schools, parks, 

etc. for use in determining 

medical marijuana facility 

location policies; post-Census 

city council ward redistricting. 

 Transportation: Support for 

SKATS programs, including 

Regional Transportation 

System Plan (RTSP) mapping, 

transportation model 

development, and population 

and employment projections; 

transit route mapping, 

producing maps for Title VI 

reports, sidewalk and parking 

inventories; walk zone analysis 

for bus stop locations;  
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Meet the MWVCOG GIS Department 

Continued on page 11 

An example from the Yamhill County GIS website 

Buildable Land Inventory map for 

the City of Donald 
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New federal regulations are 

requiring us to focus on 

transportation safety in a more 

measurable way.  The States and 

metropolitan planning organiza-

tions (MPOs) will be required to 

establish targets for the reduction 

of serious injury and fatal crashes. 

 

SKATS is in the process of 

analyzing trends using crash data 

from 2007 to 2013 (the most 

recent years available) obtained 

from the ODOT’s Crash Analysis 

and Reporting Unit.  In those seven 

years, there were about 21,000 

crashes including 67 fatalities, 329 

serious injuries, and more than 

9,000 minor injuries.   

 

Contributing factors to crashes for 

all modes were analyzed to 

determine areas where we can 

make a difference.  Some of the 

more notable facts are included in 

figure at right.  The contributing 

factor percentages refer to 

different modes and severity, so 

they do not necessarily add up to 

100%.   

 

What is particularly notable is that 

pedestrian crashes comprise about 

2% of all crashes, but 31% of all 

fatalities.  We can all do our part to 

eliminate fatalities and serious 

injuries by paying attention, 

yielding to pedestrians and 

bicyclists, slowing down, and 

making sure we don’t drive while 

impaired or tired. 

 

SKATS Crash Trends 
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Newberg Area Habitat for 

Humanity is part of a global, 

nonprofit housing organization 

operated on principles put into 

action by building homes, 

communities and hope.   

 

As part of the housing mission, the 

Habitat for Humanity entities have 

expanded their income sources 

with ReStores, discount retail 

building materials and supply 

stores that take used or surplus 

donations of appliances, cabinets, 

interior and exterior doors, 

electrical fixtures and supplies, 

furniture, hardware and tools, 

plumbing fixtures, and windows. 

 

Locally, the Newberg Habitat is 

working on a project to build a 

new, larger ReStore facility.  

Funded by a Valley Development 

Initiatives (VDI) loan, with the 

remainder of needed funds from 

grants, donated services and 

materials,  and in-kind contribu-

tions, the new ReStore will move 

the business from the current 

leased space to a larger, more 

modern building to meet their 

growing needs. 

 

VDI was pleased to work with 

Habitat on a loan to construct a 

8,893 square foot commercial 

building with offices and an open 

shed (1,950 square feet) for a 

Habitat for Humanity ReStore 

facility.  The location is the 

triangular shaped vacant lot 

between the Southern Pacific Rail 

Road tracks and Fulton Street, 

facing Meridian Street in Newberg, 

Oregon. The site plan shows 22 

parking spaces, and three drainage 

"rain gardens" are to be 

constructed for rain water 

retention. 

 

Leading the effort to build the 

ReStore is the Executive Director of 

Newberg Habitat for Humanity, 

Rick Rogers, who counts more than 

20 years of non-profit experience 

in the fields of overseas 

development, small business 

development, public health, 

transitional housing for the 

homeless, and self-help housing.  

Rick has worked in Arizona, Brazil, 

Hawaii, New Hampshire and West 

Africa. He also has work experience 

in journalism and banking. He 

moved to Newberg in 1999 and 

has been in a part-time role with 

Newberg Area Habitat for 

Humanity since 2000. Rick also 

consults for other area non-profits 

principally in accounting and 

grants management. 

   

The Newberg Area Habitat for 

Humanity Board of Directors and 

Officers include:  President Larry 

Hampton; Vice President Jared E. 

Jones;  and Members-at-Large 

Claire Rolfs, Denise Bacon, EC Bell, 

Andrew Schafer, Bob Andrews, 

Witt Anderson, Robert Bonner, 

Shannon Buckmaster, and Doug 

Pugsley. 

Newberg Area Habitat for Humanity new ReStore  

Whatever you do this Summer,  
Have Fun and  

Be Safe! 



The Omnibus Parks and Public 

Lands Management Act of 1996 

designated 37,000 acres of 

timberland in the Upper North 

Santiam Canyon region as the Opal 

Creek Wilderness and Scenic 

Recreation Area and authorized 

$15 million to support economic 

development activities in the 

impacted communities as a result 

of the land being taken off the tax 

rolls. The Omnibus bill also gave 

the State of Oregon the 

responsibility of developing an 

Economic Opportunity Plan to 

determine the best use of the $15 

million in authorized funds. While 

the Plan was submitted to the 

Department of Agriculture in 2000, 

the funds never materialized.  

 

With the hope of improving 

persistent conditions of economic 

distress, Marion County and Mid-

Willamette Valley Council of 

Governments (COG) staff are 

supporting communities in the 

North Santiam River Canyon with, 

once again, taking steps to update 

and resubmit an updated 

Economic Opportunity Plan to the 

Department of Agriculture. In 

2014, Marion County contracted 

with the COG to update the 

previously created Economic 

Opportunities Analysis (EOA). The 

new EOA provides background on 

the region, updated demographic 

and economic conditions, an 

inventory of industrial and 

commercial lands, and updated 

economic development needs and 

strategies resulting from 

consultations with local 

jurisdictions.  

 

COG staff presented the updated 

report to Marion County in 

December, 2014. 

 

In April 2015, Marion County 

hosted the Federal and State 

Opportunities for Distressed 

Communities Workshop at the 

Gates Fire Hall, with assistance 

from the COG. Marion County 

Commissioners were present for 

the event to encourage discussion 

on resources and support that they 

could provide in the area. There 

were more than 70 other 

attendees, including 

representatives from area 

jurisdictions; Business Oregon-

Infrastructure Finance Authority; 

Regional Solutions Teams 

representatives from various state 

agencies, such as the Department 

of Environmental Quality, Oregon 

Department of Transportation, and 

the Department of Agriculture; the 

Strategic Economic Development 

Corporation (SEDCOR); and 

representatives from Linn County 

jurisdictions.  

 

Discussion topics included 

potential “shovel ready” projects 

and/or brownfield sites needing 

assessment; infrastructure projects 

that help to promote local 

economic development 

opportunities; potential fund 

sources that align with community 

priorities and could provide 

increased capacity in the region; 

and next steps for the workshop 

and partners.  The workshop has 

already spurred conversations 

about potential partnerships and 

economic development 

opportunities for the Canyon. 
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Distressed Communities Workshop and Economic Opportunities Summit 

Continued on page 12 

County, State and Federal representatives meeting in the Gates Fire Hall 

for the Distressed Communities Summit. 
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COG planning staff provides 

assistance with current and long 

range planning work for twenty 

member jurisdictions in Marion, 

Polk, and Yamhill Counties.  In 

addition to current planning work, 

COG planners have been involved 

in the following long-range 

planning and economic 

development projects:  

 

 Economic Opportunity 

Analysis and Buildable Land 

Inventory updates for the 

cities of Amity, Donald, and 

Gervais. 

 

 MWVCOG partnered with 

Business Oregon and eight 

other communities in an 

application to the U.S. 

Department of Commerce 

for designation as a national 

“manufacturing community”. 

The application, submitted in 

April 2015 and estimated to 

be awarded to twelve 

partnerships a year, will give 

elevated consideration for 

$1.3 billion in federal dollars 

and assistance from thirteen 

cabinet departments and 

agencies toward workforce 

development, job creation, 

and expanded exporting 

opportunities.  In addition, 

on April 1, 2015, Governor 

Brown signed Senate Bill 482 

that statutorily recognized 

the Pacific Northwest 

Manufacturing Partnership 

(PNMP) and authorized 

Business Oregon to 

administer the partnership. 

 

 Hourly planning service 

support for the City of 

Newberg while one of their 

planning staff takes leave. 

Newberg also contracted 

with COG to provide staff 

support to the Newberg 

Affordable Housing Action 

Commission as they work to 

conduct a grant and loan 

cycle and update program 

policies and terms. 

 

 Participation in a meeting 

with a “site selector” at the 

SEDCOR offices in Salem. 

The meeting included 

discussions on how a site 

selector works, what they 

look for in communities, and 

what drives their decisions. 

 

 Transportation System Plan 

(TSP) application to the 

Department of Land 

Conservation and 

Development (DLCD) for 

funding assistance to the 

City of Donald.  The COG 

also submitted an 

application for a potential 

Resource Assistance to Rural 

Environments (RARE) 

participant to assist in local 

planning projects. 

 

 Urban Renewal Feasibility 

Study presentation to the 

City of Dundee and 

upcoming presentations to 

the Mt. Angel and Turner 

City Councils on Urban 

Renewal administrative rules 

and guidelines. 

 

 West Valley Enterprise Zone 

application on behalf of the 

cities of Sheridan and 

Willamina.  

 

For more information about these 

projects, or questions on potential 

projects, contact Renata Wakeley 

at 503-540-1618 or 

renatac@mwvcog.org   

 

Community Development Updates 

experiences get in the way of 

doing new and novel things: 

“we tried that in the past and 

it didn’t work, therefore it 

won’t work in the future.”   

 

McMullin stressed that movement 

from a resource-based to 

information-based economy 

demands education and skills, 

along with the livability standards 

to draw and keep people with 

those skills.  When site selectors 

look to relocate a business, they 

examine who lives in the area, 

serving as the potential available 

workforce, as a critical factor in 

their decision to relocate.   

 

Communities, therefore, need to 

attract the workforce first in order 

to attract businesses.  High 

livability standards (memorable 

communities) are critical to that 

economic end. 

 

 

Executive Director cont. 

mailto:renatac@mwvcog.org


Community Activities and Events in our Region 
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Recurring Events 
 Mondays - Aumsville Park & Rec. Day Camp; 10 am; Porter-Boone Park  (June 15 through August 17) 

 Tuesdays - McMinnville Summer Concert Series (July 7 through August 11)                

www.ci.mcminnville.or.us/news/latest-news/2015-summer-concert-series   

 Wednesdays - Salem Wednesday Market; 10 am-2 pm; Chemeketa St between High & Liberty Streets (May 

through mid-October) 

 Wednesdays - Music in the Park series; Main Street Park, Monmouth; 6:30-8:30 pm (July 9 through August 26) 

 Wednesdays - River Rock Concert Series at Riverfront Park Amphitheatre, Salem; 7 pm (July 8, 22 & 29)  

http://riverrocksalem.com 

 Thursdays - Polk County Bounty Market; 10 am-3 pm;  Academy Lawn, 182 SE Academy Street, Dallas (May 7 

through September 24)  

 Thursdays - Farmers Market; 1-6 pm; NE 3rd & Cowls, McMinnville (June 22 through October 9) 

 Thursdays - Rivers Edge Summer Movie Series; July-9:30 pm start, August-8:30 pm start; Riverview 

Amphitheatre, Independence (July 9 through August 27) www.independenceamphitheater.com 

 Thursdays—Dallas Sounds of Summer Concert Series; 6:30-8:30 pm; Rotary Stage, corner of Main & Academy 

(July 9 through August 27) 

 Fridays - Aumsville Movies in the Park; starts at dusk; Porter-Boone Park (6/19, 7/17, 8/14) www.aumsville.us 

 Fridays - Dayton Friday Nights Music & Cruise In; 5:30–8:30 pm; Courthouse Square Park (Memorial Day to 

Labor Day) 

 Fridays - Summer Fun on Friday Nights; movies at Amity City Park; (July 31 through September 4) 

 Fridays - Rivers Edge Summer Music Series; 7:30 pm Riverview Amphitheatre, Independence (July 10 through 

August 28) www.independenceamphitheater.com 

 Saturdays - Salem Saturday Market; 9 am-3 pm; Corner of Marion & Summer Streets (April through October) 

 Saturdays - Salem Public Market; 8:30 am-2 pm; 1240 Rural SE, Salem (Year-round) 

 Saturdays - Original Independence Farmers Market; 9 am-1 pm; Highway 51 & Main St (April through Nov.) 

 Saturdays - Independence Riverview Market; 9 am-2 pm; 50 C Street (April 5 through October 25) 

 Saturdays - Silverton Farmers Market; 9 am-1 pm; Town Square Park, Main & Fiske, Silverton (May 9 through 

October 10) 

 Saturdays - Movies in the Park; Riverfront Park Amphitheatre, Salem; (7/11, 7/18, 8/8, 8/15, 9/5) 

www.facebook.com/salemmoviesinthepark 
 

July 

1-4 St. Paul Rodeo www.stpaulrodeo.com  

2-4 Mill City Celebration www.ci.mill-city.or.us  

2-5 Independence Western Days www.westerndays.net  

3 Fireworks at the Oregon Garden, Silverton www.oregongarden.org  

3-4 4th of July Celebration “Hats Off to America!”; most events at Kimmel Park, Mill City                  

www.ci.mill-city.or.us 

3-4 Monmouth July 4th Festival; Main Street Park 

4 Lafayette 4th of July Kids Bike Parade and Family Picnic; 11 am starting at the Elementary School and 

ending at Joel Perkins Park 

4 Fireworks over the Goose; Evergreen Aviation & Space Museum, McMinnville 

www.evergreenmuseum.org 

4 4th of July; Salem Riverfront Park 

4 Dallas Freedomfest; Daytime activities—Brandvold Section of Dallas City Park, Fireworks—Roger Jordan 

Community Park 

9-12 Marion County Fair  www.co.marion.or.us/CS/fair  

11 Fireworks Over the Lake, Detroit; 10 pm www.detroitlakeoregon.org/events Continued on page 9 

http://www.ci.mcminnville.or.us/news/latest-news/2015-summer-concert-series
http://riverrocksalem.com
http://www.independenceamphitheater.com
http://www.aumsville.us
http://www.independenceamphitheater.com
http://www.facebook.com/salemmoviesinthepark
http://www.stpaulrodeo.com
http://www.ci.mill-city.or.us
http://www.westerndays.net
http://www.oregongarden.org
http://www.ci.mill-city.or.us
http://www.co.marion.or.us/CS/fair
http://www.detroitlakeoregon.org/events


11 Donald Hazelnut Festival & Parade “Celebrating our rural life, agriculture & business”;  11 am-6 pm 

www.donaldhazalnutfesival.com  

11-12 Historic Silver Falls Days; Silver Falls State Park www.friendsofsilverfalls.net/events.html  

11-13 Turkey Rama; McMinnville www.downtownmcminnville.com/turkey-rama-mcminnville 

17-19 Salem Art Fair; Bush Park www.salemart.org/art-fair  

18 Hubbard Hop Festival at Rivnes Park www.hubbardfire.com/Hubbard_Fire/Hop_Festival.html  

18 City of Yamhill Derby Days Festival & Parade; Parade starts at 10 am at Yamhill/Carlton High School & 

ends at Beulah Park www.cityofyamhill.com/node/235 

23-26 Dallas SummerFest “An Ode to Krazy Dayz” www.facebook.com/DallasSummerfest 

23-26 Newberg Old Fashioned Festival www.newbergoldfashionedfestival.com  

24-26 Dayton Old Timers Weekend www.ci.dayton.or.us 

25 Santiam SummerFest Street Fair & Car Show; Stayton www.staytonsublimitychamber.org/events  

29-8/1 Yamhill County Fair & Rodeo  www.co.yamhill.or.us/fair  
 

August 
2 Mel Brown Jazz Concert; Main Street Park, Monmouth; 5-9 pm 

6-8 Polk County Fair “Blue Jeans & Country Dreams”; Polk County Fairgrounds, Rickreall      

www.co.polk.or.us/fair  

7-9 Homer Davenport Community Festival; Silverton www.homerdavenport.com 

7-9 Woodburn Fiesta Mexicana www.woodburn-or.gov  

8 Aurora Colony Days colonydays.auroracolony.com 

8 Oregon Wine Country Half-Marathon – Destination Races, Carlton  

 www.yctogethercares.com/#!oregon-wine-country-half-marathon/c60w 

8-9 Detroit Lake Street Festival www.centraloregonshows.com/event-calendar/range.listevents/-.html 

15 Annual Dog Daze City Wide Yard Sales, Mill City   www.ci.mill-city.or.us 

15 High Street Hustle, Salem; 70s themed 8k run/5k run-walk/1k kids run     

 https://runsignup.com/Race/OR/Salem/HighStreetHustle 

21-22 Drag the Gut Festival; McMinnville www.draggingthegut.com 

28-9/7 Oregon State Fair “Crazy Fun Since Day One”  www.oregonstatefair.org  

29 Community Yard Sale; Main Street Park, Monmouth; 9 am-3 pm 

29 Aumsville Corn Festival www.aumsville.us/corn-festival-information.html  
 

September 
12 Carlton Crush Harvest Festival www.facebook.com/CarltonCrush 

12 The Cruz-In at the Lake, Detroit; 10 am-3 pm www.detroitlakeoregon.org/events 

12-13 Sublimity Harvest Festival www.sublimityharvestfestival.com/home.php  

13 “Party in the Park”; 1-4 pm; Billick Park, 320 Fifth St, Dundee 

17-20 50th Mt. Angel Oktoberfest www.oktoberfest.org  

18-19 Independence Hop & Heritage Festival www.hopfestival.org  

19-20 First Annual Killer Fang Ride, Detroit; A new cycling event developed in celebration of the newly 

designated Cascading Rivers bikeway www.detroitlakeoregon.org/events 

26 Shoreline & Riverside Clean Up; Detroit; 10 am-1 pm www.detroitlakeoregon.org/detroit-lake-shoreline

-riverside-clean-up/  
 

October 
10 Detroit Lake Mud Run; 9 am www.runwildadventures.com 

16-31 Carlton’s Spooky Little Town - Haunted Halloween www.facebook.com/CarltonsHauntedHalloween 
 

Thanks to all of our members who provided information about their local events. 
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Community Events cont. 
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On April 17, 2015, the City of 

Lafayette and Oregon Travel 

Experience (OTE) dedicated a 

historical interpretive marker at 

Joel Perkins Park honoring Joel 

Perkins - the founder of Lafayette. 

 

Joel Perkins helped plan the layout 

of the city, which included a public 

space at the location of the current 

city park that bears his name.  This 

makes the park one of the oldest 

in the state of Oregon. 

 

Speakers at the dedication 

included City Council President 

Marie Sproul, OTE Executive 

Director Nancy DeSouza, and 

Virginia Johnson, a retired teacher, 

and great-great-granddaughter of 

Joel Perkins.  Ms. Johnson and 

other descendants of Mr. Perkins, 

including two of his great-great-

great-grandsons, unveiled the 

historical marker.  Local fourth 

graders, Perkins family descen-

dents, and other members of the 

community were also in 

attendance. 

 

This marker is the second in the 

park, the other honoring Abigail 

Scott Duniway, suffragette and 

Lafayette resident.   

 

Stop by to visit both historical 

markers next time you are in 

Lafayette! 

Joel Perkins Park Dedication in Lafayette 

Above: Descendants of Joel Perkins unveil the interpretive marker during 

the ceremony. 

Above: Wascher Elementary School 

students Eva Branden, Adison 

Hansford and Keith Broden check 

out the new Joel Perkins memorial 

plaque after the dedication 

ceremony. (photo credit: Marcus 

Larson/McMinnville News-Register) 

 
At Left: The Joel Perkins historical 

interpretive marker. 
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The following communities are 

kicking off or continuing 

projects into Summer 2015: 

 

Gates- The bid opening for the 

water improvements construction 

project occurred in April 2015. 

Although the City experienced 

some boil water notices related to 

distribution system line breaks at 

the very beginning of the project, 

the work is well underway and 

scheduled for completion in fall 

2015.   

 

Independence - The City entered 

into a contract with GHD, Inc. to 

develop a recycled water use plan, 

as part of a larger wastewater plan 

update. The project is scheduled 

for completion in March 2016. 

 

Yamhill- The City entered into a 

contract with Keller Associates, Inc. 

to update their Wastewater 

Facilities Plan. The project is 

scheduled for completion in 

January 2016. 

 

Infrastructure Finance Authority 

(IFA) has announced that they will 

fund up to 50% of the cost of 

conducting an income survey 

related to challenging the 2010 

U.S. Census data, which is used to 

determine a community’s eligibility 

for CDBG funding. For communi-

ties with a population of 500 or 

less, IFA will reimburse the 

community up to 100% of actual 

direct expenses. The City of Idanha 

has entered into a contract with 

COG to complete a survey related 

to an upcoming water 

improvements project. 

 

COG staff is providing assistance 

with these projects. For informa-

tion about these projects or 

questions about grants, loans, or 

income surveys in your community, 

contact Renata Wakeley at 503-

540-1618 or renatac@mwvcog.org. 

Projects in our 

Communities 

GIS Department cont. 
 

production of region-wide 

bicycle facilities map. 

 

 Natural Resources: Local 

Wetland Inventories for several 

cities; FEMA flood mapping 

and analysis; hazard mapping; 

watershed analysis mapping; 

wellhead and contaminant 

mapping. 

 

 Demographic and Data 

Analysis: Population and 

employment forecasting, 

Transportation Disadvantaged 

report for SKATS RTSP; 

mapping of minority 

populations and poverty data 

for Title VI reports; Student 

Density Studies for Salem-

Keizer School District; youth 

needs analysis for the Boys 

and Girls Club of Salem; 

mapping and analysis for 

location siting; custom 

demographic reports and 

mapping. 

 

 Web Mapping Applications: 

Salem-Keizer School District 

SchoolFinder 

(www.skschoolfinder.com); 

Yamhill County Web Map 

Application 

(www.yamhillcountymaps.com) 

 

 Other GIS Services: 

Installment, setup and 

programming of GIS servers; 

GIS training; geocoding 

services (matching addresses 

to points on a map); surveys 

and analysis. 

 

GIS is a valuable tool to any 

organization, and COG GIS staff 

work with many of our members to 

assist them with their GIS needs.  

For more information on the 

MWVCOG GIS program, please 

contact Lesley Hegewald at 

lhegewald@mwvcog.org or 503-

540-1622. 

Example of a demographics map 

mailto:renatac@mwvcog.org
http://www.skschoolfinder.com
http://www.yamhillcountymaps.com
mailto:lhegewald@mwvcog.org


Also in April, the North Santiam 

Canyon Economic Development 

Corporation (GROW EDC) hosted 

the Santiam Canyon Economic 

Vitality Summit in Stayton, in 

partnership with Rural 

Development Initiatives (RDI) and 

the Ford Family Foundation, to 

build off of work happening in the 

area.  

 

The full day summit was aimed at 

empowering the jurisdictions and 

businesses of the region and 

promoting investment in the future 

of these communities. 

 

Allison McKenzie, Executive 

Director of GROW EDC, reported 

an astonishing 175 attendees at 

the summit! 

 

The three organizations were able 

to bring speakers on the topics of: 

growing vital communities, rural 

tourism visions and outlooks, 

opportunities in natural resources; 

and youth engagement and 

workforce development. The 

overall goal of the summit was 

increasing economic vitality by 

sharing resources, leveraging 

current assets, and generating 

regional partnership opportunities. 

 

Marion County, the COG, GROW 

EDC, and the area jurisdictions 

continue to work off of the efforts 

and priorities established at these 

recent events. Since the April 

meetings, COG staff has: 

 Initiated a City of Idanha 

income survey to 

determine their eligibility 

for grants and loan related 

to a proposed water 

improvements project;  

 Assisted the City of Gates 

through the bidding, 

award and administration 

of their current water 

improvements 

construction project; 

 Attended the recent 

Detroit Federal Lands 

Access Program (FLAP) site 

visit from federal and state 

agency representatives to 

tour the proposed 

improvements related to 

the Detroit Flats Day Use 

area and a new Detroit 

Recreation Area Visitor 

Portal that serves the 

Cascading Rivers Scenic 

Bikeway, West Cascade 

National Scenic Byway, 

and visitors to Detroit 

Lake;   

 Assisted the Cities of 

Aumsville and Turner with 

an application for a 

Resource Assistance for 

Rural Environments (RARE) 

participant related to 

planned buildable lands 

inventory and economic 

opportunity analysis work 

that both communities 

hope to proceed with next 

year; and  

 Participated in a follow up 

meeting with Infrastruc-

ture Finance Authority 

(IFA) staff to discuss 

potential brownfield 

assessments and planning 

related to underutilized 

properties in the region.  

 

Also since April, the Department of 

Land Conservation and Develop-

ment (DLCD) announced an award 

12 

Workshop and Summit cont. 

The Santiam Canyon Economic Vitality Summit in Stayton. 

Continued on page 14 



Stan 

Primozich – 

Yamhill 

County 

Commissioner 
 

Stan Primozich has lived in 

McMinnville since 1984 and has 

been deeply involved volunteering 

in different organizations through-

out the county.  He currently 

serves on the McMinnville School 

Board and also represents both 

Yamhill and Polk Counties on the 

Oregon School Board Association 

Board.  He was one of the founders 

of the McMinnville Athletic Club 

and the McMinnville Wine and 

Food Classic (SIP), has also served 

on the Board of CASA (Court 

Appointed Special Advocates), and 

is currently on the Administrative 

Council for St. James Church. 

 

Stan and his wife, Janice, have 

seven grown children between the 

two of them.  Their extended large 

and loving family also includes 

three goddaughters and 14 

grandchildren. 

 

Stan serves as liaison to various 

county departments and 

committees, including the 

Assessor’s Office, Fair Board, Public 

Works, Transit, and Veterans 

Services - which he considers a 

special honor as he is a Vietnam 

veteran.   

Mayor Cathy 

Clark – City of 

Keizer 

 
 Cathy Clark and 

her husband, 

Kevin, have made Keizer their 

home for over 25 years, and chose 

to live here because of the 

community atmosphere, strong 

volunteer ethic, and family 

oriented activities. 

  

Cathy is originally from Los 

Angeles, California. She graduated 

with a Bachelor of Science with a 

double major of Biology and 

Wildlife Biology from the 

University of California at Davis. 

At Kansas State University, she 

earned a Master of Science degree 

in Biology.  

  

Cathy has been an active volunteer 

in the community and she became 

involved in city government in the 

late 1990’s. In 2006, she was 

elected to City Council Position #4 

and re-elected in 2010. In 2014, 

she was elected Mayor and took 

office in January 2015.   

 

Cathy currently serves on the 

following boards, committees and 

commissions: Keizer Economic 

Development Commission; Keizer 

Personnel Policy Committee; 

MWACT (Mid-Willamette Area 

Commission on Transportation), 

Vice-Chair since 2008; SKATS 

(Salem Keizer Area Transportation 

Study), Chair since 2012; OMPOC 

(Oregon Municipal Planning 

Organization Consortium) SKATS 

representative, vice-chair since 

2012; Salem River Crossing EIS - 

Oversight Team, 2007 to present; 

Keizer Chamber of Commerce 

council liaison to Economic 

Development and Governmental 

Affairs (EDGA); Keizer Heritage 

Foundation Board council liaison; 

Mid-Willamette Valley Community 

Development Partnership Board; 

MWVCOG Board of Directors; 

SEDCOR Board of Directors; 

League of Oregon Cities, 

Transportation Policy Committee; 

and League of Oregon Cities, 

Community Development Policy 

Committee. 

  

Jeff Faville – 

Salem-Keizer 

School Board 
Jeff Faville has lived 

in Salem and the 

surrounding area all 

his life.  He graduated from Oak 

Brook College of Law and 

Government Policy in 2007, and 

currently owns and operates a 

small construction business: Castle 

Construction and Restoration.  He 

has been serving on the Salem-

Keizer School Board since 2011. 
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Meet the 2015 New Members of the COG Board of Directors  



From the Oregon Association of 

Water Utilities - The annual 

Wastewater Operator of the Year 

award’s purpose is to acknowledge 

and honor an individual who 

regularly goes above the call of 

duty.  They represent the Oregon 

Association of Water Utilities 

(OAWU) through their work ethic, 

integrity and the servant attitude 

that they regularly demonstrate at 

their place of work. It is a privilege 

and honor to recognize the 

recipient of this award.  

 

It is OAWU’s privilege to 

acknowledge Public Works 

Director Alonso Limones’ 

professionalism, performance, 

attitude and care of the City of 

Donald’s wastewater system.  He 

takes pride in his work, is 

extremely conscientious, does not 

take shortcuts, is willing to learn, 

and shares the things he has 

learned with others.  In addition to 

these traits, Alonso is a hard 

worker and a delight to work with.  

This award was presented during 

the Awards Banquet at the OAWU 

annual conference in Sunriver, and 

it is truly a pleasure to offer this 

award to such a quality person. 
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Donald Employee Receives OAWU Wastewater Operator of the 

Year Award 

to the City of Detroit via the Quick 

Response grant program related to 

planning assistance and visioning 

for the privately owned old grade 

school property located in the 

downtown core. 

 

The local jurisdictions, Marion 

County and the COG understand 

that the efforts for economic 

revitalization and planning of this 

area and valuable resources will 

require ongoing coordination and 

support. Recent successes 

encourage us in the belief that the 

natural beauty of the wilderness 

area, with its vast recreational 

opportunities, along with 

coordination among local 

jurisdictions, will help promote this 

Mid-Valley resource as a state and 

national treasure.  

Workshop and Summit cont. 



15 

On May 26, 2015, the Salem Keizer 

Area Transportation Study (SKATS) 

Policy Committee held a public 

hearing and later adopted the 

2015-2035 SKATS Regional 

Transportation System Plan 

(RTSP), which identifies goals, 

objectives, a 20-year revenue 

forecast of transportation funds, 

and maps and lists of projects of 

all modes (road, bridges, pedes-

trian, bicycle, transit, signals and 

related infrastructure) expected to 

be constructed over the 20 years.   

Over the last nine months, staff 

have been working with the SKATS 

Technical Advisory Committee 

preparing the newly updated plan.   

 

The regional plan is required by 

federal regulations to be updated 

every four years and comply with 

all federal transportation planning 

laws and regulations in order for 

federal transportation funds to be 

spent in the Salem-Keizer-Turner 

urban area.  This update of the 

plan included a public participation 

program using social media, 

interactive online maps, websites, 

and presentations to get public 

input on the draft plan.   

 

More information about the plan 

can be found on the COG website 

(www.mwvcog.org) and the web-

site created for the plan update 

(https://skatsrtsp.wordpress.com/), 

which contains project maps and 

the interactive map of projects. 

SKATS Policy Committee Adopts the 2015-2035 Regional 

Transportation System Plan 

Example of Interactive Map of RTSP projects 

http://www.mwvcog.org
https://skatsrtsp.wordpress.com/
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Mid-Willamette Valley 

Council of Governments 

100 High St SE, Suite 200 

Salem OR  97301-3667 

COG Works is also available on our website (www.mwvcog.org).   

MWVCOG Board Meeting Schedule for 2015  

Notes: 

Board meetings are 

scheduled to begin 

promptly at 3:30 p.m., 

except for the annual 

meeting, which is an 

evening affair.  

 

Executive Committee 

meetings are 

scheduled to begin 

promptly at 3:30 p.m.  

Date Location 

October 6—Executive Committee  COG Offices  

October 20—COG Board   COG Offices 

December 1—Executive Committee  COG Offices 

  

December 15—COG Board COG Offices 

January 27, 2016—Annual Dinner To Be Announced 


