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CITIES: 

A newsletter published by the  

Mid-Willamette Valley 

Council of Governments 
As I embark on this new journey as the 

Executive Director for MWVCOG, I am 

struck by how much I have to learn about 

all of you as our members. I am working 

my way around the region, meeting with 

MWVCOG Board members and member 

organizations.   

 

This time of year is a time of change. We 

are moving from the warm days of 

summer to the crisp days of fall. It is a 

Presidential and gubernatorial election 

year, in addition to being a regular 

general election year, which affects most 

of you. Our current reality is that there 

are more changes coming.   

 

The premise for creating the Council of 

Governments back in 1975 continues to 

hold true today. In the ORS 190 

Agreement of the Mid-Willamette Valley 

Council of Governments the beginning 

citation reads as follows: 

“The Mid-Willamette Valley of Oregon is 

faced with numerous problems resulting 

from rapid urbanization, including 

problems of health, education, safety, 

economics, transportation, recreation, 

culture, multiplicity of governments, 

budget restraints, coordination of 

programs, environmental quality, 

community appearance and well-being.  

These problems will increase in 

complexity and intensity as the 

population increases. So that the solution 

of these problems may be prepared and 

planned through a rational democratic 

process the affected governmental units 

join in voluntary cooperation, and for this 

purpose they make this agreement.”  

  

 

While 40 plus years have passed since 

the Council of Governments was created, 

the issues have not really changed or 

gone away. They have evolved and the 

local governments in our area have 

worked together to find solutions that 

serve the whole region. Our continued 

communication and cooperation is 

critical as we move forward into 

uncharted territory with certain change 

coming to the environment in which we 

all try to serve our constituents in the 

best, most efficient way possible.  

 

By joining the COG and becoming a 

party to the 190 Agreement, our 

members have acknowledged that “The 

parties to this Agreement recognize the 

need to inform each other of proposals, 

plans, developments and operations of 

significance which have regional impact.”   

By sharing information, we can support 

each other and solve problems together.  

I will be assembling information on how 

MWVCOG is working with members to 

facilitate this need for information 

sharing and regional planning, as well as 

providing services that address regional 

issues. If your organization would like to 

have a presentation after the first of the 

year to discuss COG services and what 

you gain through membership, please 

contact me so that I can get you 

scheduled. I am happy to make a 

presentation at your council, commission 

or board meeting if you would like.  

Otherwise, I can provide printed 

materials with the same information if 

that works better for you. 

 

Have a great fall and enjoy this 

wonderful season.  

From the Executive Director… 

Summer 

Fall 



The Oregon Transportation 

Commission recently concluded its 

ConnectOregon VI project 

selection cycle, awarding over $49 

million in lottery-backed funds to 

39 projects supporting rail, 

aviation, marine, transit and 

bicycle/pedestrian projects. 

Highway projects were not eligible 

for this pot of funds. In the Mid-

Willamette Area Commission on 

Transportation (MWACT) area 

(Marion, Polk, and Yamhill 

counties), two projects were 

selected:   

 Yamhill County’s Yamhelas 

Westsider Trail – Bridge 

Construction (south of the city 

of Yamhill) and  

 Marion Ag’s rail spur (near 

Donald, OR).  

The next step is to complete grant 

agreements with applicants who 

received the grants. 

 

The Oregon Department of 

Transportation (ODOT) is also in 

the process of selecting projects 

for the FY2018-2021 State 

Transportation Improvement 

Program. A total of $10.6 million 

was available in ODOT Region 2 for 

projects using the Enhance Non-

Highway funds, to support non-

highway projects such as 

sidewalks, bike lanes, trails, and 

transit. The chairs and vice-chairs 

of the four Area Commissions on 

Transportation (ACT) within ODOT 

Region 2 met in early September 

to recommend projects in each of 

their areas and develop a final 

recommendation list. Three 

projects within MWACT were in the 

final recommendations:     

 Hayesville Drive (Marion 

County)  

 Multi-modal Safety Crossing 

Projects (City of Salem), and  

 bus replacement (Yamhill 

County Transit Area).  

 

Of the $10.6 million available in 

Region 2, the three MWACT 

projects will receive $3,558,871 of 

state funds.  Recommendations 

from all the regions will go to the 

Oregon Transportation 

Commission later this year. 
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Meet Lisa Brosnan... 
 

Lisa Brosnan joined our community 

development and land use 

planning staff in July 2016. She is a 

planner for the cities of Detroit, 

Idanha, Mt. Angel, Sublimity, 

Turner, and Willamina. 

 

She received her Master’s degree 

in Urban and Regional Planning 

from the University of New 

Orleans, where she got more of an 

education in community planning 

than she had anticipated after 

Hurricane Katrina. Lisa has worked 

as a planner in Washoe County, 

Nevada, and for a council of 

governments in Washington State. 

 

She has a strong interest in 

farming and farming communities, 

and can be found most winter 

weekends in the Coast Range, 

hunting for truffles with her dogs. 

Ferrum Technology Corporation is 

a knife manufacturer located in 

McMinnville, Oregon. Valley 

Development Initiatives provided a 

loan to Ferrum Technology to 

assist with equipment purchases 

and other start-up costs. The 

company contributed funds for the 

project and a local McMinnville 

Bank also provided financing. 

 

Country Dollars is a new “Dollar 

Store” in Sheridan, Oregon. Valley 

Development Initiatives provided 

financing for the purchase of a 

building in downtown Sheridan, 

where the new business is housed.  

The building is a one-story, 5,000 

square foot building, built in 1914. 

VDI worked with a community 

bank in Salem to provide the 

financing packaging to Country 

Dollars. 

Multi-modal Projects Funded in MWACT 

Recent Small Business Loan Department Activity 
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Earlier this year, MWVCOG staff 

collaborated with Cherriots 

Rideshare staff to produce an 

updated version of the regional 

bicycling map: “Bicycling in Salem 

and the Mid-Willamette Valley”. 

One side of the map is focused on 

the Salem-Keizer urban area, 

showing the location of bike lanes, 

which roads are low, medium, or 

high traffic roads and caution 

locations/intersections for 

bicyclists. The other side of the 

map shows the regional roads (the 

area from Newberg to Jefferson 

north-to-south, and from Aurora/

Stayton to Sheridan east-to-west) 

showing roads that have either 

narrow or wide shoulders, caution 

areas, and low, medium, or high 

traffic. 

 

Copies of the map are made 

available to the public, free of 

charge, through a variety of 

outlets. These include bicycle 

shops in Salem, Travel Salem, a 

number of city halls and county 

public works departments, at 

Cherriots Rideshare events, and 

the MWVCOG offices. A version of 

the map that is viewable on smart 

phones, tablets and computers is 

also available on the MWVCOG 

website in the Transportation 

Planning>SKATS>MAPS section 

 

The map is updated every two 

years. Funding for the printing of 

the maps is provided by Cherriots 

Rideshare. If you are interested in 

copies for distribution at your 

jurisdiction, please contact 

Raymond Jackson at 

rjackson@mwvcog.org. 

COG planning staff provides 

assistance with current and long 

range planning work for 21 

member jurisdictions in Marion, 

Polk, and Yamhill Counties, serving 

over 48,000 residents.   

 

In addition to current planning 

work, COG planners are working 

on the following long-range 

planning projects:  

 

 The city of Lafayette 

completed their urban growth 

boundary (UGB) expansion 

related to housing needs. The 

expansion added 60 acres of 

new residential land and 

rezoned 20 acres of property 

within the city to higher 

density. COG staff served as 

the Planner for the project.  

 The City of Donald was 

awarded a Transportation and 

Growth Management (TGM) 

Code Assistance grant from 

the Department of Land 

Conservation and Develop-

ment (DLCD) and Department 

of Transportation (ODOT) to 

evaluate the Donald Develop-

ment Ordinance and create an 

action plan for future code 

changes that support the TGM 

mission, goals, and objectives 

related to walkability, multi-

modal friendly development, 

street design standards, and 

planned unit developments. 

COG staff will assist the city 

and consultant with the draft 

updates and eventual 

adoption.  

 The City of Hubbard 

completed a Comprehensive 

Plan and Zoning Map update 

to rezone properties zoned a 

Commercial-Residential mix to 

Commercial zoning only. The 

intent was to focus commercial 

activities within the historic 

core and encourage redevel-

opment in this area. Funding 

for COG staff to assist on this 

project was provided by a 

2015 award from the Marion 

County community projects 

grant program. 

 COG staff recently assisted the 

City of Dundee in completion 

of an Urban Renewal Feasibility 

Study. In July, the City Council 

entered into a contract with 

COG for assistance in 

development of a full Urban 

Renewal Plan. COG also 

entered into an agreement 

with the City of Stayton for 

assistance in completion of an 

Urban Renewal Plan for the 

industrial park. 

 Community Development staff 

also help manage previously 

awarded Community Develop-

ment Block Grant (CDBG) 

Housing Rehabilitation 

Revised “Bicycling in Salem and the Mid-Willamette Valley” 

Map Available 

Community Development Updates 

Continued on page 4 

mailto:rjackson@mwvcog.org


On September 9
th

, Mid-Willamette 

Valley COG (MWVCOG) was 

pleased and honored to be one of 

the Make It In Willamette Valley 

(MIIWV) program participants 

awarded the 2016 SEDCOR award 

for Outstanding Public/Private 

Partnership.  

 

The award recognizes outstanding 

cooperation on a project or 

innovation with public benefit in 

mind, and celebrates collaboration 

between private industry and 

public sector organizations. Along 

with MWVCOG, MIIWV program 

partners included Marion County, 

Yamhill County, Polk County, 

Portland General Electric, Pacific 

Power, OMEP, and Incite. 

Representatives from the various 

partners were on hand to accept 

the award. (See photo below) 

 

The MIIWV grant award included a 

$2.2 million dollar grant from the 

U.S. Economic Development 

Administration to MWVCOG and 

SEDCOR, along with partnering 

awards to Incite and the Oregon 

Manufacturing Extension 

Partnership. The program was also 

supported by Yamhill, Polk, and 

Marion counties, as well as 

Portland General Electric and 

Pacific Power. 

 The three-year project has 

successfully cut barriers to growth, 

helped support an innovative and 

collaborative culture for businesses 

and government in our region, and 

helped train local workers to meet 

the needs of area businesses. 

While the MIIWV program is set to 

expire in 2017, we are confident 

the outreach efforts and 

partnerships developed out of the 

program will have long lasting 

positive effects upon 

manufacturing and employment 

growth in the region. 
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Back row (L-R): Rich Duncan, 

Duncan Construction; Kendall 

Lenhares, Incite Inc.; Larry 

Bekkedahl, PGE Vice President of 

Transmission and Distribution; 

Kevin Cameron, Marion County 

Commissioner; Jerry Thompson, 

MWVCOG Board Chair; Alan Meyer, 

Pacific Power Regional Business 

Manager; and Steve Powers, Salem 

City Manager. 

 

Front row (L-R): Chad Freeman, 

SEDCOR President; Craig Pope, 

Polk County Commissioner; Chris 

Scherer, OMEP President; and Stan 

Primozich, Yamhill County 

Commissioner. 

Make It In the Willamette Valley and SEDCOR Awards Luncheon 

program funds for Marion 

County and fifteen 

jurisdictions within Marion 

County.  As we continue to 

see home value increases in 

the region, more applicants 

who were not previously 

eligible are now able to move 

forward with low-interest loans 

to complete much needed 

home repair projects.  

 

For more information about these 

projects or questions on potential 

projects, contact Renata Wakeley 

at 503-540-1618 or 

renatac@mwvcog.org  

Comm. Devt. Updates cont. 

mailto:renatac@mwvcog.org
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This Spring, Salem Public Works 

staff installed a pedestrian/bicycle 

counter at the eastern end of the 

Union Street Bridge, near 

Riverfront Park. A second counter 

will be installed later this year on 

the east side of the Peter Courtney 

Bridge connecting Riverfront Park 

to Minto-Brown Island. Diamond-

shaped electromagnetic loops in 

the ground count bicycles, and a 

vertical pole with an infrared 

sensor counts pedestrians. The 

funding for the two counters was 

allocated from the Salem-Keizer 

Area Transportation Study (SKATS) 

Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP). 

 

Initial data from the Union Street 

bridge counter show that the 

bridge is being well used by the 

public. Since May, an average of 

2230 daily trips were counted on 

the bridges (1,716 people walking 

and 514 bicyclists). The chart, on 

page 6, shows daily counts – walk 

trips in yellow and bike trips in 

blue. The chart shows that over 

3000 trips per day occurred often 

this summer. It is expected that 

daily counts will increase in the 

future after the construction of a 

traffic signal at Commercial Street 

and Union Street (in October 

2017), making it much safer to 

cross Commercial Street. Data 

from these counters will eventually 

be made available to the public via 

the city of Salem’s website. 

Pedestrian/Bicycle Counters in Salem 

Above: A city of Salem employee 

installs a pedestrian counter—a 

vertical pole with an infrared 

sensor. 

Above: Pavement cuts indicate the 

location of diamond-shaped 

electromagnetic loop sensors used 

to count bicycles. 

Please Save the Date for the Mid-Willamette Valley Council of 

Governments’ Annual Meeting & Dinner on Wednesday, January 25, 

2017 at the Chemeketa Viticulture Center. 
 

Information about registering for the Annual Dinner, as well as making nominations for our annual awards, 

will be sent out in early November. We will be seeking nominations for: 

 the Wes Kvarsten Professional Service Award (staff or volunteers committed to regional cooperation),  

 the Gwen VanDenBosch Regional Leadership Award (elected officials with a regional impact), and  

 the Regional Cooperative Project Award (project or initiative that enhances intergovernmental 

cooperation). 

Remember—anyone can nominate any person or project.  For more information, please contact Denise 

VanDyke at the MWVCOG offices: 503-540-1602 or dvandyke@mwvcog.org. 

mailto:dvandyke@mwvcog.org


With completion of their Urban 

Growth Boundary (UGB) expansion, 

the City of Woodburn recently 

undertook a Target Industry 

Analysis (TIA) to identify the City’s 

economic opportunities and the 

best potential uses for the recently 

added employment lands. The 

report will help inform the City 

regarding the best uses for 

development of the areas, and how 

the City can assist in moving these 

lands toward addressing 

development and employment land 

needs in the Willamette Valley. 

  

 

Prepared by ECONorthwest, the TIA 

project was partially funded 

through a technical assistance grant 

from the Department of Land 

Conservation and Development 

(DLCD), as well as funding from 

Marion County and the COG. The 

study should help inform future 

development needs, not only for 

the City of Woodburn, but for other 

communities within the region, as 

well. Copies of the report can be 

found on the City of Woodburn’s 

Economic Development 

Department webpage at: 

www.woodburn-or.gov/?

q=economic_dev. 
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Ped/Bike Counts cont. 

This chart shows daily counts – walk trips in yellow and bike trips in blue. 

For the full article, please see page 7.  

Woodburn Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) Expansion and 

Target Industry Analysis (TIA) 

http://www.woodburn-or.gov/?q=economic_dev
http://www.woodburn-or.gov/?q=economic_dev
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On September 2nd, Mayor Cathy 

Clark, along with other officials 

from Keizer, ODOT, Salem-Keizer 

Transit District and Marion County, 

celebrated the opening of the first 

roundabout to be constructed in 

the Salem Keizer area. The new 

roundabout at the intersection of 

Chemawa Road and Verda Lane 

replaces a four-way stop, and will 

greatly improve traffic flow at this 

busy intersection. As for safety, the 

Washington State Department of 

Transportation website reports that 

roundabouts reduce injury crashes 

by 75 percent at intersections 

where stop signs or signals were 

previously used. (Washington has 

more than 120 roundabouts in the 

state). The city of Bend is known to 

have the most roundabouts of any 

city in Oregon, and new round-

abouts have been built in 

Newberg, Albany, Corvallis, 

Springfield, Eugene, Washington 

County and Clackamas County.   

Construction of the roundabout 

was approximately $1.4 million, 

and the total cost (including 

design and right-of-way) was $2.1 

million. About 90 percent of the 

funding was federal funds 

allocated by SKATS, with the city of 

Keizer providing matching funds. 

New Roundabout in Keizer Opens  

Aerial view of the new roundabout. 

Photo: photosbyorion.com  

Mayor Cathy Clark and other 

officials cut the ribbon, opening the 

new roundabout. 
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Mid-Willamette Valley 

Council of Governments 

100 High St SE, Suite 200 

Salem OR  97301-3667 

COG Works is also available on our website (www.mwvcog.org).   

MWVCOG Board Meeting Schedule for 2016  

Notes: 

 

Board meetings are scheduled to 

begin promptly at 3:30 p.m. 

 

Executive Committee meetings 

are scheduled to begin promptly at 

3:30 p.m.  

Date Location 

October 4—Executive Committee  COG Offices 

October 18—COG Board   COG Offices 

November 29—Executive Committee  COG Offices 

December 13—COG Board COG Offices 


