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A newsletter published by the  

Mid-Willamette Valley 

Council of Governments 
Happy Holidays, 

This is the time of year when we reflect 

on the previous twelve months and look 

forward to the coming new year.  For us 

at MWVCOG, we would like to thank all 

our members for your continued 

support, and to let you know what a 

pleasure it is working with all of you.  To 

work with such committed, civic-minded 

professionals and volunteers throughout 

our region is an inspiration. 

As we move into this new year, we would 

like to thank all individuals who will be 

leaving our Councils, Boards and 

Commissions for your years of service; to 

thank those who will continue to serve; 

and to welcome new members.  We look 

forward to working with and serving our 

member organizations in the coming 

year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

remind all of you about a couple of free 

services provided by MWVCOG to its 

members.  For those of you who may 

have newly elected officials, we offer a 

free elected officials training/

orientation to assist your new officials in 

understanding their new roles, and to 

refresh that understanding for your 

current officials.  In addition, we provide 

facilitation services for your annual or 

bi-annual goal setting sessions.  We 

can assist your organization with 

updating your goals, which is a great 

process to make sure your whole board/

commission/council is on the same page 

and moving forward together.  This also 

gives staff the necessary information to 

prioritize resources as they put your 

annual budget together. 

If you would like to schedule either of 

these services, please contact Jennie 

Messmer, Executive Director, at 503-540-

1605 or jmessmer@mwvcog.org. 

Here’s wishing you a productive and 

smooth transition into the new year! 

From the Director… 

C   G W  rks 
2016 

mailto:jmessmer@mwvcog.org


Since Measure 91 was approved by 

voters in 2014, making recreational 

use of marijuana legal in Oregon, 

local governments have been 

tasked with determining where to 

allow various types of marijuana 

facilities to be located.  While the 

state has placed restrictions on the 

location of medical and 

recreational marijuana activities, 

cities and counties may adopt 

restrictions above and beyond 

what the state has designated, if 

they choose. There are different 

restrictions placed on recreational 

and medical facilities, as well as on 

different facility types (grow sites, 

processing sites, medical marijuana 

dispensaries, wholesalers and 

recreational retailers). 

 

Maps can assist municipal leaders 

in making decisions about whether 

to impose additional restrictions 

on marijuana siting.  In the past 

several months, MWVCOG GIS 

staff have provided the cities of 

Aurora, Sheridan, Independence, 

and Gervais with mapping services 

to this end. Maps showing buffer 

areas around specific property 

types, such as schools, parks, or 

residential-zoned properties, can 

help officials visualize where and 

how many properties may be 

permitted to have a marijuana 

facility sited on them under various 

scenarios as they develop their 

own rules.  

 

For example, the city of Sheridan 

determined that, in addition to a 

1,000 foot buffer that is required 

around schools when locating a 

recreational or  medical marijuana 

dispensary, they also wanted to 

consider similar buffers around 

parks and daycare centers. (See 

map 1, below.) The city of Aurora 

considered rules that marijuana 

grow sites not be located adjacent 

to any residentially-zoned property 

(See map 2, facing page.) The 

maps showing the buffer areas 

along with zoning designations 

enable officials to work toward 

determining rules that work for 

their cities. 

 

For inquiries about marijuana 

buffer mapping, please contact 

Lesley Hegewald, Associate GIS 

Analyst/Data Specialist, at 

lhegewald@mwvcog.org or (503)

540-1622. 
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Marijuana Buffer Mapping for Local Governments 
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Valley Development Initiatives 

(VDI) has recently seen a rise in 

housing rehabilitation loan 

program activity in the region as 

property values have increased and 

homeowners are able to show 

sufficient equity in their homes  (a 

requirement of the program). The 

low-interest, deferred payment 

loans allow economically 

disadvantaged populations access 

to capital to make necessary home 

repairs and improvements in 15 

cities and the unincorporated areas 

of Marion County. As clients repay 

loans, the money can then be re-

lent to other eligible property 

owners in the region.  

Since August, VDI has closed on 

three loans totaling $75,000. A 

property owner in Aumsville was 

loaned funds to improve exterior 

components of her home, which 

included a new roof, new gutters, 

new cedar siding and exterior 

paint. Property owners in Detroit 

borrowed funds to install a new 

roof, construct  a gabled porch 

roof, replace inefficient windows 

and replace a deck. A property 

owner in Marion County received 

loan funds to make various 

improvements to her home, 

including a new roof, new siding, 

new windows, electrical upgrades 

and removal of a dead tree.  

VDI has also approved four 

additional loan applications and 

requests for bidding is underway in 

all four: one in Detroit, two in 

Jefferson and one in Stayton.  

 

For more information on the 

Housing Rehabilitation Loan 

Program, contact Garrett Jensen 

(gjensen@mwvcog.org or 503-540

-1640) or Renata Wakeley 

(renatac@mwvcog.org or 503-540-

1618). 

 

 

Valley Development Initiatives (VDI) Housing Rehabilitation Loan 

Program Update  

Left: Original, deteriorat-

ed cedar siding and 

gutters on home in 

Aumsville, Oregon 

 

Right: New cedar siding, 

gutters and exterior paint 

on home in Aumsville, 

Oregon 
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Community Development Updates 

COG planning staff provides 

assistance with current and long 

range planning for 21 member 

jurisdictions in Marion, Polk, and 

Yamhill Counties, serving more 

than 48,000 residents.   

 

In addition to current planning 

work, COG planners are assisting 

with the following long-range 

planning projects:  

 

 The City of Detroit is looking 

into a development code 

update to allow homes smaller 

than 700 square feet, based 

upon recent solicitations from 

property owners. Detroit and 

Marion County continue to 

work with the Regional 

Solutions Team on 

supporting the marinas on 

Detroit Lake and options to 

extend their season of service 

when the lake levels start to 

reduce. 

 

 The City of Dundee entered 

into a contract with COG for 

completion of an Urban 

Renewal Plan around their 

central business district and 

Highway 99W. The City 

anticipates public hearings on 

the draft plan to begin in 

January/February 2017. The 

City of Stayton also entered 

into a contract with COG for 

assistance on an Urban 

Renewal Plan for their 

industrial park. The City hopes 

that urban renewal funds will 

help spur development of 

constrained employment land 

due to transportation 

constraints. 

 

For more information about these 

projects, or questions on potential 

projects, contact Renata Wakeley 

at 503-540-1618 or 

renatac@mwvcog.org.  

 

2016 Regional Award Nominations 
 

The COG is seeking nominations for our 2016 Regional Awards, which will be 

presented at our Annual Meeting on January 25th.  Deadline for nominations is 

December 29, 2016.  Nomination forms can be found online at:  

www.mwvcog.org:8080/2/news/mwvcog-awards-nomination-form. 

 

The awards are: 

 The Gwen VanDen Bosch Regional Leadership Award, which recognizes an 

elected official in Marion, Polk or Yamhill County who demonstrates 

outstanding leadership in regional, intergovernmental affairs. 

 The Wes Kvarsten Professional Service Award, which recognizes a staff 

person or volunteer working for or on behalf of one or more member 

governments within the region who has exhibited sustained commitment in 

support of regional, intergovernmental cooperation. 

 Regional Cooperative Project Award, which recognizes a partnership of local 

governments within the region for a project or initiative that enhances 

intergovernmental cooperation.  

mailto:renatac@mwvcog.org
http://www.mwvcog.org:8080/2/news/mwvcog-awards-nomination-form
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You are Cordially Invited to 

the 

Mid-Willamette Valley Council 

of Governments’  

Annual Meeting & Dinner   

on  

Wednesday, January 25, 2017 

at the  

Chemeketa Eola NW Wine 

Studies Center. 
located at  

215 Doaks Ferry Road NW, Salem, Oregon  

 

Registration forms can be found online at  

www.mwvcog.org:8080/2/mwvcog-annual-

meeting-invitation-and-registration-form.  

 

The registration deadline is  

Friday, January 12th. 

 

For more information, please contact  

Denise VanDyke at the MWVCOG offices:  

503-540-1602 or  

dvandyke@mwvcog.org. 

109 people died on roads within the 
Salem Keizer urbanized area between 
2007 and 2015 as a result of a vehicle 
crash. Another 500 were seriously 
injured. Almost a third (33) of the 
fatalities were pedestrians. 

http://www.mwvcog.org:8080/2/mwvcog-annual-meeting-invitation-and-registration-form
http://www.mwvcog.org:8080/2/mwvcog-annual-meeting-invitation-and-registration-form
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Strategic Doing in Yamhill County and Upcoming Bringing Big Ideas to 
Life: Small Town Secrets to Success in Marion County 

The Yamhill County Board of 

Commissioners hosted an 

Economic Vitality Summit, 

Strategic Doing in Yamhill County, 

on November 14
th

 at the Chehalem 

Cultural Center in Newberg. The 

one-day interactive summit, 

organized by Rural Development 

Initiatives (RDI), provided an 

opportunity for participants to 

explore and identify economic and 

community development 

opportunities and challenges.  

 

The conference focused on five 

central breakout topics, identified 

via previously completed 

community and business surveys 

looking to identify key areas of 

concerns.  

 

The central topics/themes 

included:  

 Land Availability – 

availability of land to 

accommodate housing 

and employment growth 

 Transportation – how to 

remove barriers to 

connecting jobs, 

customers and basic 

services 

 Infrastructure – limitations 

can impact growth 

opportunities and 

challenge areas; such as 

water, sewer, storm drains 

and broadband; were 

discussed 

 Housing – shortages of 

available housing can 

impact employers, workers, 

universities and others 

who want to live and work 

in Yamhill County 

 Workforce and Talent 

Development – how to 

leverage existing efforts to 

attract, train and retain 

workers, as well as support 

and grow and support our 

current workforce and 

employers  

 

By bringing together community 

members, business leaders, local 

elected officials and staff, and state 

and local government representa-

tives with interest in Yamhill 

County’s future, the Summit 

provided an opportunity to explore 

each of the topics, set priorities for 

action now and into the future, 

and begin a strategic planning 

process for moving these priorities 

forward.  With the summit now 

completed, the University of 

Oregon Community Service Center 

has offered to help create a 

summary report and guide the 

process forward over the next 

several months.  

 

Future gatherings are already 

being scheduled to help more 

clearly define priorities with 

specific initiatives and carry out the 

strategic planning.  Stakeholders 

interested in joining in on the 

process and next steps should 

contact Gary Stewart, RDI Senior 

Program Manager, at 

gstewart@rdiinc.org   

 

On March 7, 2017, Marion County 

will host a Mid-Valley Rural 

Conference titled, “Bringing Big 

Ideas to Life: Small Town Secrets to 

Success” at the Keizer Civic Center. 

Attendees at the strategic doing in Yamhill County summit, many of whom hold signs saying “I am Rural”, “We 

are Rural”, or “Yo soy Rural”. 

Continued on page 8 

mailto:gstewart@rdiinc.org
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With invitations going out to 

interested parties from Marion, 

Polk, Yamhill, and Linn Counties 

and their member jurisdictions, the 

March 2017 conference will offer 

opportunities for conversations on 

regional collaboration, Main Street 

program successes stories, as well 

as keynote presentations on: 

 Innovative Rural Business 

Models 

 Rural Jobs Creations 

Strategies 

 Gathering Your Crowd 

 

Those interested in attending the 

Marion County event in March can 

learn more about the sessions and 

register at www.co.marion.or.us/

CS/EconomicDevelopment 

 

We hope to see you at these 

upcoming work sessions and 

events! 

Strategic Doing in Yamhill County  cont. 

North Santiam Wastewater Feasibility Study, Lands Inventory and 

Health Assessment 

Marion County recently completed 

a study in the North Santiam 

Canyon of Lyons/Mehama, Mill 

City, Gates, Detroit and Idanha 

titled the North Santiam 

Wastewater Feasibility Study, 

Lands Inventory and Health 

Assessment.  

 

The study identifies commercial 

and industrial land potential, a 

pathway toward a shared 

treatment of wastewater for those 

not currently served by sewer, and 

a potential shared management 

structure of wastewater service in 

the corridor.  

 

With funding assistance from 

Business Oregon, the study also 

attempts to evaluate the “lost” 

development potential of 

commercial and industrial 

properties in the corridor that are 

not currently conducive to 

development due to their 

inadequate lot size for required 

septic drain fields.  

 

The Oregon Health Authority is 

also completing a North Santiam 

Health Assessment to help identify 

the barriers to positive health 

outcomes for the residents in the 

corridor. The study should provide 

actionable recommendations to 

improve the health, well-being and 

accessibility for residents in the 

North Santiam Canyon corridor.  

 

In November, Marion County 

hosted an informational open 

house at Trexler Farms in 

Stayton, to further discuss the 

draft recommendations of the 

North Santiam Wastewater 

Feasibility Study and the North 

Santiam Health Assessment. Future 

wastewater investments and public 

Continued on page 10 

Below: Attendees of the informational event at Trexler Farms on Novem-

ber 9th. 

http://www.co.marion.or.us/CS/EconomicDevelopment
http://www.co.marion.or.us/CS/EconomicDevelopment
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Look for the Following Communities to Kick Off or Wrap Up These 

Projects in Spring 2017 

The city of Amity is near 

completion of the final engineering 

design for a water improvements 

project. The project will upgrade 

the city’s water intake, pump 

station, and monitoring equipment 

along with other needed 

improvements to the treatment of 

the city’s water. COG staff assisted 

with the funding application and 

will assist with the environmental 

assessment, grant administration 

and wage monitoring over the next 

two years.  

 

The cities of Carlton and Dallas 

contracted with COG for wage 

monitoring for their Safe Drinking 

Water Revolving Loan Fund 

(SDWRLF) projects, which included 

upsizing and/or replacement of 

major transmission lines from their 

reservoirs. Both projects are 

expected to be completed by 

Spring 2017.  

 

The city of Idanha recently 

received word of a $1.7 million 

Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) award for a water 

improvements project to upgrade 

deficiencies recently identified by 

an Oregon Health Authority 

inspection, including a new 

filtration system and pH meter; a 

lack of storage capacity; and 

general distribution system 

improvements. 

 

COG staff continues to assist local 

jurisdictions with funding 

applications, grant administration, 

wage monitoring, and conducting 

income surveys to challenge 

eligibility requirements. For 

information about these projects 

or questions about grants, loans, 

or income surveys in your 

community, contact Renata 

Wakeley at 503-540-1618 or 

renatac@mwvcog.org. 

mailto:renatac@mwvcog.org
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health priorities for the region will 

be discussed in the coming 

months as community interest will 

define the next steps in 

development.  

 

 

 

N. Santiam Study, Inventory and Assessment cont. 

ODOT Draft 2018-2021 

STIP Open House 
On Thursday, January 5, 2017, 

there will be an Open House for 

ODOT’s Draft 2018-2021 State 

Transportation Improvement 

Program (STIP).  The Open house 

will feature maps to view and 

handouts about selected projects.  

ODOT staff will be on hand to 

answer questions and take 

comments.  There will be comment 

cards available to leave comments 

regarding specific projects.  The 

Open House will be from 2:45-

3:30pm in the MWVCOG 

conference room (100 High Street 

SE, Suite 200, Salem), followed by 

the Mid-Willamette Valley ACT 

(MWACT) meeting.   

 

MWACT Update  
In October, COG staff assisted 

Yamhill County Transit Agency in 

securing a grant for $304,000 of 

federal funds to purchase two 30-

foot buses.  In September, YCTA 

was awarded $403,785 to purchase 

one large bus.  Funds for both 

grants are from ODOT’s Non-

Highway Enhance Funds, which 

was a statewide competitive grant 

process.   
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Michelle Patrick joined the COG’s 

Community Development 

department in September 2016 as 

part of the Resource Assistance 

for Rural Environments (RARE) 

AmeriCorps program.  Michelle 

will work at the COG offices 

approximately 20 hours a week for 

the next eleven months, primarily 

working on Buildable Lands 

Inventories for the cities of Turner 

and Aumsville, and assisting with a 

park concept plan for Turner and 

local economic development 

efforts for Aumsville.  Michelle’s 

other 20 hours will be spent at the 

Marion County Community 

Services offices, where she will be 

developing a new downtown 

revitalization program. 

  

A native of Vermont, Michelle 

received a BA in Secondary 

Education in 2011 from the 

University of Vermont and an 

MPA in 2014 from Norwich 

University.  She most recently 

worked for the Town of Jericho, 

VT, as a planning assistant and 

zoning administrator while serving 

in another part-time AmeriCorps 

position with a local walk-bike 

advocacy group.  In 2014, Michelle 

led a cross-country bike trip in 

support of affordable housing 

and, this past spring, she 

completed a thru-hike of 

Vermont’s “Long Trail”- a 272-mile 

long distance hiking path that 

runs the length of the state. 

  

Michelle currently resides in 

Salem.  If you have hiking trail or 

bike route recommendations for 

exploring our region, please stop 

by the nook behind Denise 

VanDyke’s desk at the COG offices 

and say hello! 

Help us welcome our newest Resource Assistance to Rural Environments 

(RARE) participant- Michelle Patrick  

 

MWVCOG Holiday Hours 
 

The MWVCOG offices will be closed on Friday, December 23rd and Monday, 

December 26th for Christmas.   

 

The offices will also be closed on Friday, December 30st and Monday, January 2nd 

for New Years.   

 

We will resume our normal hours (8 AM - 5 PM, Monday - Friday) on Tuesday, 

January 3rd. 

 

We hope that all of our members  

have a joyous holiday season! 
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Mid-Willamette Valley 

Council of Governments 

100 High St SE, Suite 200 

Salem OR  97301-3667 

MWVCOG Board Meeting Schedule for 2017  

Notes: 

Board meetings are 

scheduled to begin 

promptly at 3:30 

p.m., except for the 

annual meeting, 

which is an evening 

affair.  

 

Executive Committee 

meetings are sched-

uled to begin 

promptly at 3:30 p.m.  

 

The Budget Commit-

tee meeting is 

scheduled to begin 

promptly at 2:30 p.m. 

Date Location 

January 25—Annual Meeting 

6:00 p.m. 

Chemeketa Eola NW Wine Studies Center 

215 Doaks Ferry Road NW 

Salem, Oregon  

March 7—Executive Committee  COG Offices  

March 21—COG Board  COG Offices  

June 6—COG Budget Committee  COG Offices  

June 6—Executive Committee  COG Offices 

June 20—COG Board/Budget Hearing  COG Offices 

October 3—Executive Committee  COG Offices 

October 17—COG Board   COG Offices 

November 28—Executive Committee  COG Offices 

December 12—COG Board COG Offices 

COG Works is also available on our website (www.mwvcog.org).   


