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With close to 20 years of public service 

and long-standing family ties to this 

region, it is an honor to serve the Mid-

Willamette Valley Council of 

Governments (COG) as your next 

Executive Director. I am humbled by the 

trust and confidence the Board of 

Directors has shown in me, and I don’t 

take lightly the responsibility that comes 

with this appointment.  

 

With my first column, I want to take this 

opportunity to introduce myself and 

share my priorities for the next year. 

 

Before joining the COG, I was the 

General Counsel for the League of 

Oregon Cities, where I worked to restore 

local government authority through 

advocacy in both the legislature and the 

courts. As someone who recognizes that 

local government is the government 

closest to the people, I firmly believe 

local voices should make local choices. I 

am proud of the accomplishments the 

League achieved in restoring local 

control over local matters for city and 

county governments during my time 

there.  

 

As much as I am an advocate for local 

control, I also recognize the importance 

of regional and state partnerships. 

Before joining the League, I served the 

City of Salem as the Deputy City 

Attorney and then as the Deputy City 

Manager. In those roles, I worked on 

both public policy initiatives as well as 

economic development recruitment 

efforts that involved multiple state 

agencies, county governments, and 

other regional government and non-

government partners. Whether it was in 

the development of regional planning 

initiatives, or the recruitment and 

retention of jobs and economic 

opportunities, through those 

experiences I saw that as governments 

and businesses alike we can accomplish 

so much more together than we can 

working alone. 

 

My experience also includes serving in 

Oregon State government. Following my 

graduation from Northwestern School of 

Law of Lewis and Clark College, I was a 

judicial law clerk to then Oregon 

Supreme Court Chief Justice Wallace P. 

Carson, Jr. I also served as the Deputy 

Legal Counsel to Oregon’s Governor in 

the early 2000’s, where among my 

duties, I had the pleasure of working 

with Tribal governments as part of the 

newly established government-to-

government initiative.    

 

Continued on page 2  
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In addition to those experiences, I am also a reserve 

officer in the Oregon National Guard -- a duty I felt 

called to serve, like so many Americans, shortly after 

the events of September 11, 2001. Through my 

military experience, including a deployment to 

Afghanistan and a mobilization to New Orleans 

following Hurricane Katrina, I have gained a deep 

appreciation for the importance of responsiveness, 

accountability, and transparency in government 

institutions.  

 

It is with that combination of experiences that I am 

excited to serve as your next Executive Director. To 

be certain, the previous executive directors have left 

both a strong foundation and an impressive legacy 

of service to the region. Over the next year, my 

priorities are to become more familiar with the 

COG’s programs and services, as well as the 

challenges and opportunities facing our members 

and the region as a whole. I will be searching for 

ways to increase efficiencies, improve services, and 

meet emerging needs. 

 

Already, over the last few weeks, I have spent time 

getting to know the staff, programs, services, and 

internal policies and procedures of the COG. I 

appreciate the warmth with which the staff has 

welcomed me, and I am very impressed by the 

depth and breadth of services the COG provides, as 

well as the commitment and quality of work that the 

staff does. I am very honored be joining a team of 

incredibly talented and committed professionals 

who are working hard to improve the quality of life 

in our part of the state.      

 

Over the coming months, I will be reaching out to 

the leaders of our member organizations to learn 

more about your organizations, your expectations 

for the COG, and what you see as its strengths, 

challenges, and opportunities. Additionally, my door 

is always open to any member. If there is something 

the staff or I can do to assist you in helping your 

organization succeed, I hope you will call upon us.  

 

I can be reached directly at 503-540-1601 or 

soday@mwvcog.org. 

From the Exec. Dir. cont. 

Whatever you do this Summer,  
Have Fun and  

Be Safe! 
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At their April 6th meeting, the Mid-Willamette Area 

Commission on Transportation (MWACT) celebrated 

their 20th anniversary. Present were current and past 

members of the ACT, as well as Matt Garrett, 

Director of the Oregon Department of Transporta-

tion (ODOT). Director Garrett and some of the 

current and former ACT members spoke of the 

accomplishments of the past 20 years (see map on 

page 4) and some shared memories from the early 

days of MWACT. 

 

MWACT was created in 1997 as the first area 

commission chartered by the Oregon Transportation 

Commission (OTC). The MWACT region includes 

Marion, Polk and Yamhill counties. Staffing for 

MWACT is provided by ODOT Region 2 

transportation planners and the COG Transportation 

Planning Department.  

 

The MWACT mission is: 

 To provide a forum for the discussion and 

coordination of long-range transportation 

issues affecting the area’s livability; 

 To prioritize state transportation 

infrastructure and capital investments 

through the development of an 

implementation strategy based on 

transportation plans related to the Mid-

Willamette Valley area; 

 To advocate Mid-Willamette Area 

transportation issues to neighboring regions 

and other outside organizations; and  

 To advise the OTC on state and regional 

policies affecting the Area’s transportation 

system. 

 

MWACT has 17 voting members, including 

representation from the Confederated Tribes of 

Grand Ronde Tribal Council, a county commissioner 

from each of the three counties, seven cities, two 

transit districts, a private sector representative 

chosen by each county, and the ODOT area 

manager. 

 

Currently, there are a total of 11 ACTs in Oregon, 

which advise the OTC on all aspects of 

transportation (surface, marine, air, and 

transportation safety) with a primary focus on the 

state transportation system.  

MWACT Celebrates 20 Years 

At Right: 

ODOT 

Director 

Matt Garrett 

addresses 

the April 6th 

MWACT 

meeting. 

Below: MWACT Chair Ken Woods ,Jr. and Polk County 

Commissioner Craig Pope at the April 6th meeting. 

Continued on page 4  



4 

The 2020 Decennial Census is 

just around the corner, and the 

U.S. Census Bureau has already 

launched programs to prepare for the once-every-

ten-years census count. The Local Update of Census 

Addresses (LUCA) is an opportunity for local 

governments, such as incorporated cities and 

federally recognized tribes, to provide input to the 

Census Bureau to ensure the most accurate 

decennial Census count possible. Because billions of 

dollars in federal and grant funds are distributed 

annually based on census counts, it is vital for local, 

state, and tribal governmental entities to assist the 

Census Bureau with counting every resident and 

household. 

 

How can you help ensure the best possible Census 

count for your community? You can participate in 

LUCA by reviewing the Census Bureau’s residential 

address lists and providing updates and change 

information. Locals know their area better than the 

Census Bureau, and your knowledge can help the 

Census Bureau update their address list so that every 

housing unit and its occupants are counted. This is 

the one and only opportunity that local government 

entities have to provide input to the Census Bureau 

before the 2020 Census takes place. 

 

This July, invitation letters and registration forms will 

be mailed to the highest elected officials or tribal 

chairperson of all eligible governments. Training 

workshops sponsored by the Census Bureau will 

begin in October and, in February 2018, participation 

materials will be sent to registered participants. 

Participants will have 120 calendar days from receipt 

of materials to complete their review. 

 

For more information, see the LUCA Partnership 

page on the Census Bureau’s website here: 

www.census.gov/geo/partnerships/luca.html. 

Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) Participation: Ensure an 

Accurate Census Count 

MWACT cont.  Shown Below: MWACT Funded/Completed projects, July 2015 

https://www.census.gov/geo/partnerships/luca.html
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Communities in Marion County contract with the 

COG to manage a regional Housing Rehabilitation 

Program through Valley Development Initiatives 

(VDI). The low-interest, deferred payment program 

allows economically disadvantaged populations 

access to capital to make necessary home repairs 

and improvements in 15 cities and unincorporated 

areas throughout Marion County. As clients repay 

loans, the money is then re-lent to other eligible 

property owners in the region.  

 

Since January, VDI has closed on four loans totaling 

over $89,000. A property owner in Stayton borrowed 

funds to improve exterior components of her home 

including a new roof, new siding, new doors as well 

as safety improvements to the side entry of the 

home. Contractors have completed about half of the 

work and anticipate finishing within a month. A 

property owner in Jefferson was loaned funds to 

complete bathroom repairs, wall and ceiling repairs, 

install new windows and new front and rear 

entryways. A property owner in Marion County 

received a loan to make several improvements to 

her home including a new roof, new gutters, ceiling 

improvements and electrical upgrades. Contractors 

are currently working on the project and expect to 

be completed in the next few months. A property 

owner in Detroit borrowed funds for a new roof and 

windows, and to have a permanent generator 

installed to mitigate health risks during power 

outages that frequently occur in the Santiam 

Canyon. 

COG has also 

approved four new 

loan applications: one 

in Hubbard, one in 

Jefferson and two in 

Marion County. Once 

bids are received, 

COG staff will work 

with property owners 

to select contractors, 

execute contracts and 

secure the loans 

before rehabilitation 

work can begin. 

 

COG has also begun 

tracking a needs list 

for mobile-home 

owners on rented 

land who are 

ineligible for the 

current loan 

program. The list will 

help prioritize future 

funding assistance 

applications for the region. 

 

For more information about the Housing 

Rehabilitation Program, contact Garrett Jensen 

(gjensen@mwvcog.org or 503-540-1640) or Renata 

Wakeley (renatac@mwvcog.org or 503-540-1618) at 

the COG. 

 

At Left: Before image of 

property in Detroit, 

Oregon.  

 

At Right: After image of 

property in Detroit, Oregon 

includes new roof, new 

porch and new front entry 

cover to improve 

accessibility to structure in 

the winter months. 

Above: Before image of 

property in Jefferson, Oregon. 

 

Below: After image of 

property in Jefferson, Oregon 

includes a new front entry 

stairway. 
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Recurring Events 
 Second Saturday - 2

nd 
Saturday Market; 9 am-3 pm; 595 Main Street, Aumsville www.aumsville.us 

 Sundays - Sunday Market; 10 am-3 pm; Boise and 3rd Streets (across from Turnaround Café), Turner 

 Mondays - Salem Monday Market; 10 am-2 pm; Salem Hospital campus, 880 Oak Street SE (May through 

September) 

 Mondays - PARC Summer Reading & Activities in the Park; 9 am-Noon; Porter Boone Park, Aumsville (starts 

June 12) www.aumsville.us 

 Wednesdays - Salem Wednesday Market; 10 am-2 pm; Transit North Block, 530 Chemeketa Street NE (May 

through September) 

 Wednesdays - Music in the Park concert series; 6:30-8:30 pm; Main Street Park Amphitheater, Monmouth 

(July 5 through August 30) 

 Thursdays - Bounty Market; 10 am-3 pm; Academy Lawn, Dallas (May through September) 

 Thursdays - River’s Edge Summer Movie Series; 9:45 start in July, 8:30 start in August; Independence 

Amphitheater (starts July 13) www.independenceamphitheater.com  

 Fridays - Dayton Friday Nights; 5:30-8:30 pm; Downtown Dayton (June through August) 

 Fridays - PARC Summer Reading & Activities in the Park; Noon-4 pm; Porter Boone Park, Aumsville (starts 

June 12) www.aumsville.us 

 Fridays - River’s Edge Summer Music Series; starting times vary, see website; Independence Amphitheater  

(starts July 3) www.independenceamphitheater.com  

 Saturdays - Salem Saturday Market; 9 am-3 pm; 865 Marion Street NE (April through October) 

 Saturdays - Riverview Farmers’ Market; 9 am-2 pm; Riverview Park Plaza, Independence (April through 

October) 

 Saturdays - The Original Farmers’ Market; 9 am-2 pm; Umpqua Bank parking lot, Independence (April 

through October) 

 

July 
1 Fireworks over the Lake; approx. 10 pm; Detroit www.detroitlakeoregon.org/events/ 

1 River’s Edge Summer Movie; 9:45 pm; Independence Amphitheater (continues as a Thursday series) 

www.independenceamphitheater.com  

1-4 Independence Western Days www.westerndays.net  

2-3 July 4th Festival; Main Street Park, Monmouth 

2-4 July 4th Celebration; Kimmel Park, Mill City 

4 Monmouth-Independence July 4th Parade 

4 Freedomfest; 3-11 pm; Dallas City Park/Roger Jordan Community Park www.facebook.com/

DallasFreedomfest 

4 City of Lafayette Annual Liberty Kids Bike Parade and Picnic; Fire Dept. Pancake Breakfast 7-10 am, 

Parade 10-11:30 am starting at Wascher Elementary, Picnic 11:30 am at Joel Perkins Park 

6-9 Marion County Fair; opens at 10 am each day; Oregon State Fairgrounds, Salem www.co.marion.or.us/

CS/Fair 

8 Donald Hazelnut Festival; Parade starts at 11 am, Festival lasts until 6 pm 

www.donaldhazelnutfestival.com  

11 City of Dallas Tuesday on the Square - Family/Hobby Night; 4-7 pm; Downtown Courthouse Square  

15 City of Yamhill Derby Days Parade & Festival; parade begins at 10 am at the Yamhill/Carlton High School 

15-16 3
rd

 Annual Detroit Lake Street Festival; 7/15, 10 am-5 pm/ 7/16 10 am-4 pm centraloregonshows.com/ 

16 Gorgeous Wind Country Relay; 1:30 pm-4 pm; starts in Dundee, ends in Carlton 

www.gorgeousseries.com/wine-country-relay.html 

23-24 Detroit Lake Water Ski Show www.detroitlakeoregon.org/events/ 

Continued on page 7  

http://www.aumsville.us
http://www.aumsville.us
http://www.independenceamphitheater.com
http://www.aumsville.us
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http://www.facebook.com/DallasFreedomfest
http://www.facebook.com/DallasFreedomfest
http://www.co.marion.or.us/CS/Fair
http://www.co.marion.or.us/CS/Fair
http://www.donaldhazelnutfestival.com
http://www.gorgeousseries.com/wine-country-relay.html


27-30 Dallas Summerfest; 10 am-8 pm;  city wide  www.facebook.com/DallasSummerfest 

29-8/6 Yamhill County Fair “Oregon’s Oldest Fair” www.co.yamhill.or.us/fair 

30 A Day in the Park; 7 am-4 pm; Dallas City Park (part of Summerfest) 

30 Mel Brown Jazz concern; 5:30-8:30 pm; Main Street Park, Monmouth 

 

August 
1 National Night Out; 4 pm-8 pm; Upper Park & Downtown Carlton www.ci.carlton.or.us 

4-6 Donald City-wide Garage Sale; starts at 9 am; address map available on city website 

(www.donaldoregon.gov) on August 3 

5 Carlton Chalk Walk; 8 am-10 pm; Main Street & Upper Park ycfarms.org 

6 Dallas Old Timer’s Reunion Picnic; 10 am-3 pm; Dallas City Park, Old Side Gazebo www.facebook.com/

DallasOldTimersReunionPicnic 

9 StarLab Planetarium Show comes to Newberg; 10 am; Newberg Public Library, 503 E Hancock Street - 

registration required, call 503-538-7323 (intended for children grades K-5) 

9 “The Big Eclipse” Activities & Crafts; 11 am; Newberg Public Library, 503 E Hancock Street (intended for 

children & tied in with summer reading program) 

10-13 Polk County Fair; 10 am-10 pm; Polk County Fairgrounds, Rickreall www.co.polk.or.us/fair 

18-21 Lights Out! Total Solar Eclipse Event; Downtown Dallas www.dallasor.gov/eclipse 

18-21 Indy Goes Dark, a festival celebrating the total solar eclipse; Riverview Park, Independence 

independencegoesdark.com 

19 49th Annual Corn Festival & Parade; parade starts at 11 am on Main Street, festival opens at Noon at 

Porter Boone Park, Aumsville www.aumsville.us 

19 Mt. Angel City Wide Garage Sale 

19 Music for Hope; Noon-10 pm; Upper Park, Carlton www.facebook.com/The-Carlton-Music-Project-

541426082727322/ 

19-21 Detroit Lake Eclipse Fest www.detroitlakeoregon.org/events/ 

20 River City Music & Art Jamboree; Noon-8 pm; Kimmel Park, Mill City 

20 Monmouth Eclipse concert; 8 pm; Main Street Park Amphitheater 

21 Eclipse Party; 9 am; Beulah Park in Yamhill 

26 Dog Daze/City-Side Yard Sales; Mill City 

31 Sounds of Summer - Johnny Limbo and the Lugnuts; 6:30-8:30 pm; Rotary Stage, Dallas  

 

September 
2 Community Yard Sale; 10 am-4 pm; Main Street Park, Monmouth 

3 Oregon Wine Country Half-Marathon; 7 am; starts at Stoller Family Estate, ends on Main Street in 

Carlton www.facebook.com/ORwinehalf  

9 Carlton Crush Harvest Festival; 9 am-9 pm; Upper Park www.carltoncrush.com 

16 Cruz-In at the Lake; 10 am-3 pm; Detroit www.detroitlakeoregon.org/events/ 

16-17 Cascading Rivers Killer Fang Ride; starts in Estacada, ends in Detroit www.detroitlakeoregon.org/events/ 

22 Downtown Ghost Walk; sponsored by Independence Downtown Association 

23 Hop & Heritage Festival, Independence 

26 Community Fiesta; Riverview Park, Independence 

 

October 
14 Detroit Lake Mud Run; 9 am-Finish www.runwildadventures.com 

31 Downtown Trick or Treat; sponsored by the Independence Downtown Association 

7 Thanks to all of our members who provided information about their local events. 

Activities and Events cont. 

http://www.facebook.com/DallasSummerfest
http://www.co.yamhill.or.us/fair
http://www.ci.carlton.or.us
http://www.donaldoregon.gov
http://ycfarms.org/
http://www.facebook.com/DallasOldTimersReunionPicnic
http://www.facebook.com/DallasOldTimersReunionPicnic
http://www.co.polk.or.us/fair
http://www.dallasor.gov/eclipse
http://independencegoesdark.com
http://www.aumsville.us
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As most of us know, there will be a total solar eclipse 

on Monday, August 21, 2017. The “path of totality”, 

or the area in which the eclipse is best viewed, 

includes a swath of land approximately 70 miles 

wide, stretching from Oregon to South Carolina. The 

Willamette Valley is within this path, and it is 

anticipated that there will be a large influx of tourists 

to view the eclipse. Many of our cities are planning 

to celebrate this event in various ways, ranging from 

simple public gatherings where protective eyewear 

will be provided to more elaborate eclipse parties. 

 

A few of the eclipse-related events in our region, 

which are also included in the summer event 

schedule (see pages 6-7), are listed below. 

 

August 
9 “The Big Eclipse” Activities & Crafts; 11 am; 

Newberg Public Library, 503 E Hancock 

Street (intended for children & tied in with 

summer reading program) 

18-21 Lights Out! Total Solar Eclipse Event; 

Downtown Dallas www.dallasor.gov/eclipse 

18-21 Indy Goes Dark, a festival celebrating the 

total solar eclipse; Riverview Park, 

Independence independencegoesdark.com 

19-21 Detroit Lake Eclipse Fest 

www.detroitlakeoregon.org/events/ 

20 Monmouth Eclipse concert; 8 pm; Main 

Street Park Amphitheater 

21 Eclipse Party; 9 am; Beulah Park in Yamhill 

 

Travel Oregon is offering free Oregon Travel Guides 

on the total solar eclipse. If you order the free 2017-

18 Travel Oregon Visitor Guide, it should include a 

pair of eclipse-viewing glasses while supplies last 

traveloregon.com/getting-around/printed-guides/. 

 

The last total solar eclipse visible from Oregon was 

in 1979. As many of us learned in science class, a 

solar eclipse is caused by the sun, moon, and Earth 

lining up in such a way that the moon blocks the 

light from the sun, casting a shadow upon the Earth.   

The outer atmosphere of the sun, called a corona, 

becomes visible as the eclipse reaches totality. The 

corona may include various jets or ribbons of light 

curling across the sky. However, as beautiful and 

wondrous as this may be, please remember to use 

proper eye protection and/or equipment to view the 

various stages of the eclipse. Only the totality phase 

of the eclipse is safe to view without protective 

eyewear - but totality only lasts a couple of minutes. 

 

The next total solar eclipse visible in the United 

States will be in 2024, and the path of totality will 

pass through Texas and up through the Midwest 

and the northeastern states. 

 

For the 2017 eclipse, Madras will be close to the 

center of the path of totality in Oregon. The eclipse 

will begin at 9:06 a.m. and end at 11:41 a.m.  The 

totality phase will be from 10:19 –10:21 a.m.  (Times 

based on information from NASA.) 

 

 

The 2017 Total Solar Eclipse in the Mid-Willamette Valley 

REMEMBER: Looking directly at the sun, even when 

it is partially covered by the moon, can cause 

serious eye damage or blindness. NEVER look at a 

partial solar eclipse without proper eye protection. 

Regular sunglasses are not proper eye protection. 

See the Space.com complete guide to find out how 

to view the eclipse safely. (www.space.com/35555-

total-solar-eclipse-safety-tips.html) 

Part of the path of the 2017 total solar eclipse across 

Oregon. (Image courtesy of NASA via OregonLive.com)  

http://www.dallasor.gov/eclipse
http://independencegoesdark.com
http://traveloregon.com/getting-around/printed-guides/
http://www.space.com/35555-total-solar-eclipse-safety-tips.html
http://www.space.com/35555-total-solar-eclipse-safety-tips.html
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In March, the City of Detroit was awarded a grant, 

from the Marion County Community Projects 

Program, intended to fund the research and drafting 

of a development code amendment to allow the 

siting of tiny homes in the city. The City of Detroit 

will partner with the Mid-Willamette Valley Council 

of Governments and building officials from Marion 

County and local residents in a coordinated effort to 

produce code language that adheres to the 

statewide building code and meets the needs and 

preferences of the community. The City believes the 

allowance of tiny homes (stick-built, manufactured 

homes, and RVs) on individual lots, in cluster 

communities, and RV parks, will spur economic 

development in the City of Detroit through the 

creation of a regulatory environment that promotes 

a diversity of affordable and safe housing 

opportunities for full-time and seasonal residents.  

 

Over the past several years, the City of Detroit has 

had a number of prospective residents and property 

owners inquire into permitting procedures to allow 

for the placement of the recently popularized tiny 

homes, only to be turned away because of 

development code and state building code 

prohibitions. The current Detroit Land Use 

Development Code does not allow for homes less 

than 700 square feet in size; while City, County, and 

State building codes contain conflicting regulations 

for construction of tiny homes and their placement.  

 

By promoting itself as a “tiny home” friendly 

community, the City of Detroit hopes to attract new 

full-time and seasonal residents who will support 

local businesses and contribute to a more vibrant 

community. The resultant code will also be offered 

as a model for other Oregon cities that wish to allow 

for tiny homes in their communities. 

 

The project should be completed by November of 

2017.  

Above and Below: Examples of tiny homes, similar 

to what may be permitted under the new code. 
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Community Development Updates 
 

COG planning staff provide assistance with current 

and long-range planning work for 20 member 

jurisdictions in Marion, Polk, and Yamhill Counties, 

serving over 48,000 residents.   

 

In addition to current planning work, COG planners 

are working on the following long-range planning 

projects:  

 The cities of Aumsville and Turner are 

completing updates to their buildable lands 

inventories and portions of their 

Comprehensive Plan with the assistance of a 

Resource Assistance for Rural 

Environments (RARE) participant. The RARE 

participant is also assisting a number of 

Marion County communities in creation of 

downtown revitalization projects and plans, 

with support of Marion County staff.  

 The City of Detroit will initiate work on draft 

development code language for the 

provision of “tiny homes” within their 

community. The work is supported in part by 

a community projects grant from Marion 

County. (see story on page 9) 

 The City of Donald was awarded a 

Transportation and Growth Management 

(TGM) Code Assistance grant from the 

Department of Land Conservation and 

Development (DLCD) for improvements to 

their transportation development code, and 

to allow for Planned Unit Developments 

(PUDs) as the City works to accommodate 

population growth and housing needs in the 

coming years. 

 The City of Dundee recently completed and 

successfully adopted a new Urban Renewal 

District and Plan for their commercial 

business core. COG staff provided assistance 

through the public involvements process 

and drafting of the plan.  

Continued on page 11  

The City of Amity has completed final engineer 

design for a water improvements project. The project 

will upgrade the city’s water intake, pump station, 

and monitoring equipment along with other needed 

improvements to the treatment of the city’s water. 

COG staff assisted with the funding application and 

will be assisting with the environmental assessment, 

grant administration, and wage monitoring assistance 

over the next three years.  

 

Carlton has a Safe Drinking Water Revolving Loan 

Fund (SDWRLF) project, which includes upsizing/

replacement of major transmission lines from their 

reservoirs. COG staff is assisting with wage 

monitoring requirements related to the SDWRLF, and 

the project is expected to be completed this Summer.  

 

The City of Idanha recently received a Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) award in the 

amount of $1.7 million to improve their raw water 

storage reservoir, install a new main transmission line, 

and replace seriously deteriorated and undersized 

pipelines throughout the community. 

 

COG staff continues to assist local jurisdictions with 

income surveys to challenge recently released U.S. 

Census data used to determine eligibility for various 

federal programs. COG is currently assisting the City 

of Independence with draft methodology for a 

potential income survey to be completed this 

Summer. 

 

For information about these projects or questions 

about grants, loans, or income surveys in your 

community, contact Renata Wakeley at 503-540-1618 

or renatac@mwvcog.org. 

Look for the following communities to kick off the following  projects in 

Summer 2017 

mailto:renatac@mwvcog.org
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Changes Abound in the MWVCOG Region 

City Staff 
Greg Ellis is Acting City Administrator for the City of 

Jefferson, following the resignation of Sarah Cook as 

City Recorder. Sarah’s new job will be as City 

Recorder for Millersburg. 

 

David Marshall has resigned from his position as City 

Administrator for the City of Sublimity.  

 

Robert Sivick resigned from his position as City 

Manager for the City of Willamina. The COG is 

handling the recruitment for this position, and Ross 

Schultz is serving as Interim City Manager during the 

recruitment period. 

 

AJ Foscoli, formerly of SEDCOR, has been hired by 

the City of Dallas as their Economic Development 

Director. 

 

 

City Councils 
Laura Erickson stepped down from the Lafayette City 

Council in April.  

 

Melinda Veliz resigned from the Woodburn City 

Council in early May. 

 

 

Planning Commissions 
The City of Willamina has six new Planning 

Commissioners: Sheryl Christi Hansen, Shirley 

Fitzgerald, Patrick Howard Keith, Michelle Nolan, 

Susan Riehman, and Marin Attebery. Dennis Ulrich 

serves as Planning Commission Chair. 

 

 

COG Staff 
Laura LaRoque left the COG to take a position as a 

Planner for the City of Albany. We wish her well, and 

are recruiting for a new Associate Planner.  

 

Teresa Butler left the COG on June 6th to move to 

Arkansas. We wish her all the best, and are recruiting 

for a new Loan Documentation and Servicing 

Specialist for our Small Business Loan Program. 

 

Sean O’Day joined the COG on May 22nd as our new 

Executive Director. (Please see From the Executive 

Director column on page 1.) 

 

 

For details on open positions at the COG and other 

job openings, please visit the Jobs page on our 

website (www.mwvcog.org). 

 

The latest Regional Directory is available for viewing 

or download on our website at www.mwvcog.org/

about/member-directory. It is updated as often as 

possible, based mainly on information provided by 

our members. 

Community Devt. Updates cont. 
 

 Falls City has initiated development code  

updates to amend standards for historic 

buildings and sites; amend certain land use 

application processes to simplify the 

procedure; and update regulations related to 

fences, walls, and hedges. 

 

For more information about these projects or 

questions on potential projects, contact Renata 

Wakeley at 503-540-1618 or renatac@mwvcog.org. 

mailto:renatac@mwvcog.org
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COG Works is also available on our website (www.mwvcog.org).   

MWVCOG Board Meeting Schedule for 2017  

Notes: 

Board meetings are scheduled to 

begin promptly at 3:30 p.m., 

except for the annual meeting, 

which is an evening affair.  

 

Executive Committee meetings are 

scheduled to begin promptly at 

3:30 p.m.  

 

Date Location 

June 20—COG Board/Budget Hearing  COG Offices 

October 3—Executive Committee  COG Offices 

October 17—COG Board   COG Offices 

November 28—Executive Committee  COG Offices 

December 12—COG Board COG Offices 


