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From the Executive Director…
COG Offers Two New Services to Help Members Succeed
I am pleased to announce that, for the
first time in nearly a decade, the COG is
adding two new services for its
members. Specifically, starting in
September, the COG is now offering
enhanced grant writing and
administration services to help our
members secure revenues to help fund
local projects and programs. In addition,
the COG is also offering legal counsel
services.
Grant Writing
Although members that contract with
the COG for land use planning services
have been afforded no-cost consultation
and assistance in securing infrastructure,
economic development, and planning
grants, the COG is now offering
additional grant writing and
administration services for all of its
members in every program area.
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To assist the COG in providing this
service, I am pleased to announce that
the COG hired John Schmidt, who may
be familiar to some members as John
most recently worked at the League of
Oregon Cities in the small cities program
area. In addition to working for the
League, John has extensive experience in
helping local governments secure grant
funds from the state, federal
government, and local foundations. (You
can learn more about John in his
introduction on page 4.)
As you look for resources to fund
programs and services, I hope you will

keep the COG in mind and give John a
call to see how we might be able to
assist.
Legal Counsel
During my meetings last year with the
leaders of our member governments,
one area where people consistently said
they needed assistance was legal
counsel services. As several of the local
government legal practitioners in our
region near retirement age, and as the
costs for existing legal counsel services
continue to rise, many members asked
whether the COG could assist by
providing low cost competent legal
counsel services.
After several months of planning, I’m
pleased to say that your COG is now
ready to meet those needs.
In September, the COG partnered with
Bill Monahan to provide legal counsel
services to our members at a market
competitive rate. Bill comes to us with
decades of both city management and
city attorney experience, which uniquely
allows him to proactively spot issues,
avoid pitfalls, and find practical solutions
to legal problems, while helping achieve
the members desired goals and
objectives. For members who already
have competent legal counsel, Bill is
available to help augment their advice,
or serve as a hearings officer on code
compliance and land use matters.
Continued on page 4

Ten Years of Crash Data Available
Salem Keizer Area Transportation Study (SKATS) staff
have been collecting and analyzing crash data from
the Oregon Department of Transportation yearly
since 2007. The most recent data released by ODOT
is for the year 2016, giving us the opportunity to
look at crash-related trends over the past 10 years.
At least 116 people have died on roads in our area
in the last ten years.
An interactive map is available on our website at
https://tinyurl.com/SKATS-Crash-Facts-2016. Follow
the Crash Facts story board to see locations of
crashes by mode and severity, look at contributing
factors, alcohol and drug involvement, driver age,
weather, etc. The data can be filtered and displayed
many ways. For example, more than two-thirds of all
fatal crashes in 2016 involved driving under the
influence. Go to Crash Facts and check it out!
Since 2007, there has been an increasing trend in
motor-vehicle related crashes. A total of 4,150
crashes were reported in 2016 - the most since we
have been collecting data – including 15 fatalities.
What causes all these crashes?
Nearly half of all crashes in the SKATS region are
associated with one of two causes: “Following too
closely” (26%) or “Did not yield right-of-way” (23%).
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Over the past 10 years there has been a sharp
decline in “speed-related” crashes, from 24% in 2007
to only 4% in 2016. Drugs and alcohol are a
significant factor in fatal crashes. Between 2007 and
2016, 63% of fatal crashes involved drugs and/or
alcohol (or a mixture of both).

Community Development Updates
COG planning staff provide assistance with current
and long-range planning work for twenty (20)
member jurisdictions in Marion, Polk, and Yamhill
Counties, serving over 48,000 residents. In addition
to current planning work, Community Development
staff are working on the following longer-range
projects:
Economic Development
Staff continues to work with the University of
Oregon and five (5) other Economic Development
Districts within the Eclipse “path of totality” related
to a best-practices report and future training and
economic resiliency planning efforts to deal with
future natural disasters. The project is supported by
a $87,000 grant award from the Economic
Development Administration (EDA) and was
matched with $89,000 in local funding. In Fall 2018,
the University of Oregon will be working to roll-out
Phase II of the project, which includes a series of
recommendations for increasing economic
resiliency amongst local governments and business
and is planned to include a series of training
materials and workshops throughout the State,
along with model language, document templates
and sample ordinances to aid in the development
and adoption of continuity plans, outreach materials
and emergency plans to be adopted at the local
level.

Land Use Planning
The city of Aurora has asked COG staff to assist
with general updates to their local development
code, transportation system plan and
comprehensive plan in the creation of updated/
amended local street standards to help better
preserve and protect some of their historical street
design standards. Staff will work with the planning
commission and city council over the next few
months to complete public hearings related to the
proposed updates. In addition, the city of Donald
has contracted with COG for a legislative zone
change for downtown properties to their newly
adopted Downtown Mixed Use (DMU) zone. COG
staff will assist with work sessions and public
meetings to assist the City and property owners in
identifying properties best suited for the new DMU
zone.
Continued on page 6

Where in the COG is it?

The draft 2018-2022 Mid-Willamette Valley
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy
(CEDS) document has been completed and the
required public review and comment period has
expired. This month, the Mid-Valley Community
Development Partnership Board, which serves as
the Economic Development District board of
directors for the Mid-Valley Region, will be asked to
adopt the final CEDS prior to submission to the
Economic Development Administration (EDA). A
copy of the draft plan is still available for review on
the MWVCOG website at www.mwvcog.org.

Answer on page 6.
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Meet John Schmidt...
John Schmidt recently
joined MWVCOG’s
Community Development
Department as a Grant
Administration Specialist
and will be assisting with
the housing rehabilitation
and grant administration
programs.
John holds a B.S. in
Political Science from
Western Oregon University. He previously worked

for the State of California Department of
Developmental Services as the Special Assistant to
the Director, and as a Continuity Manager for PARC
Resources, a Community Development Consulting
Firm located in Bend. Most recently, John was the
Small Cities Coordinator for the League of Oregon
Cities.
John enjoys traveling with his family, reading, riding
his bike, and tinkering in the yard. He married his
college sweetheart, Beth, and together they have
three children; Nathan, Parker, and Claire.

New Housing Rehabilitation Grant Funding
The Cities of Stayton, Aumsville, Mt. Angel, and
Turner, and Marion County were awarded a new
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for a
housing rehabilitation fund to service eligible
persons in manufactured home parks and those who
have no equity in their home and are ineligible
under the current housing rehabilitation program
rules.

The project should kick-off in the next few months,
upon completion of environmental review
requirements in compliance with state and federal
regulations. As part of the application submittal,
COG created a needs list for mobile-home owners
on rented land who are ineligible for the current
loan program. The list will help the distribution of
the funds.

Exec. Dir. - New Services cont.
Our fees for this new service are competitively
priced.
The Board and I are very excited about the positive
impact these new programs will have for our
members. As we launch these new programs, please

know we are still very interested in hearing from our
members as to what programs and services you
need and the role the COG can play in helping you
succeed. My door is always open to you all. I look
forward to hearing from you.

MWVCOG wishes you a safe and fun Autumn!
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Housing Rehabilitation Loan Program
Communities in Marion County contract with the
Mid-Willamette Valley Council of Governments
(COG) to manage a regional Housing Rehabilitation
Program through Valley Development Initiatives
(VDI). The low-interest, deferred payment program
provides economically disadvantaged populations
access to capital to make necessary home repairs
and improvements in fifteen cities and
unincorporated areas throughout Marion County.
As clients repay loans, the money is then re-lent to
other eligible property owners in the region.
Since our last report, VDI closed and fully funded
two loans, one in Mt. Angel totaling $20,000 and
one in Stayton totaling $25,000.

The home in Mt. Angel needed dry rot repair,
exterior painting, new countertops and faucets in
kitchen and bathrooms, new flooring and new air
conditioner. (Above, before. Below, after.)

The home in Stayton needed a new roof, exterior
painting, and replacement of roofing over the
carport. (Above, before. Below, after.)
The work on the home in Stayton has been fully
completed and the work on the home in Mt. Angel
is nearing final completion.
VDI currently has three new loans under bid which
will serve residents in the communities of Gervais,
Stayton, and rural Marion County. Once bids are
received, COG staff will work with property owners
to select contractors, execute contracts and secure
the loans before rehabilitation work can begin.
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Changes in the MWVCOG Region
City Staff
Scott Whyte joined Dallas as their new Planning
Director, as of July.
Mark Dunmire, formerly Finance Director for the
City of Monmouth, has gone to work for
McMinnville Water and Light.
Janet Chenard is the new Finance Director for
Monmouth.
Mount Angel’s new Police Chief is Mark Daniel.
Christian Saxe left his position as Public Works
Director in Silverton in early July. The new PW
Director is Petra Schuetz.

Mayors, City Councils & Planning
Commissions
The following cities have had changes on their
Planning Commissions. The new Commissioners
are:
Lafayette—Jeff Bosworth
Sheridan—Leslie Jones

Tribal Council
The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde recently
held elections for Tribal Council. Steven L. Bobb,
Sr., was voted into the position previously held by
Brenda Tuomi.

The latest Regional Directory is available for
viewing or download on our website at
www.mwvcog.org/about/member-directory. It is
updated as often as possible, based mainly on
information provided by our members.

6

Comm. Devt. Updates cont.
Grant Administration
COG continues to assist Amity with their water
improvements project, which includes an upgrade
to the city’s water intake, pump station, and
monitoring equipment; a new water intake on the
Yamhill River; and other needed improvements to
the treatment of the city’s water. The project also
includes a required property/easement acquisition
and access to the new intake location, a new
application for additional funding assistance from
both USDA-Rural Development and the Safe
Drinking Water Revolving Loan program, and
completion of the environmental assessment. COG
is also assisting the cities of Falls City and Idanha
with CDBG grants for infrastructure improvements
and upgrades, including assistance with the
environmental reviews and general grant
administration.
For more information about these projects or
questions on potential projects, contact Renata
Wakeley at 503-540-1618 or
renatac@mwvcog.org .

Where in the COG is it? from page 3
Die Fruchtsaule, the
Harvest Monument,
has been part of the
Mt. Angel Oktoberfest
since the beginning in
1966.
The 53th celebration
of the Oktoberfest in
Mt. Angel was held
September 13-16,
2018. The annual
event is a celebration
of the harvest in
German style – a
wonderful blend of
family, fun, music, and
beer.

2020 Census Participant Statistical Areas Program (PSAP)
Preparation for each
decennial Census
begins several years
before each census is
taken. For the 2020
Census, preparation
continues into next
year with the
Participant Statistical
Areas Program
(PSAP). PSAP is a
program in which local governments, councils of
governments, regional planning organizations, and
federally recognized tribes have the opportunity to
review and modify select statistical boundaries that
the U.S. Census Bureau uses to count and tabulate
the population.
 What is a statistical boundary?
A statistical boundary breaks down large
geographical areas into smaller, local areas.
These small-area boundaries let you compare
poverty, health, education, and many other
topics across local areas. Standard statistical
geographies include census tracts, census
block groups, and census designated places
(CDPs). Tribal statistical geographies include
tribal census tracts, tribal block groups, census
designated places (CDPs), tribal designated
statistical areas, and more.
✓

✓

✓

the Salem-Keizer UGB but not in city limits,
Brooks in Marion County, and Grand Ronde
in Polk and Yamhill Counties.
MWVCOG GIS staff have participated in PSAP on
behalf of the 3-county region for the past two
censuses, and will again serve as the coordinator for
the upcoming PSAP, scheduled to launch in January
2019. Participants have 120 calendar days to
complete and submit updates for the program. Prior
to the start of the delineation phase in January,
MWVCOG GIS staff will be holding at least one
meeting to provide information and invite members
and other community stakeholders to give their
input to the process. Look for an invitation for the
stakeholders’ meeting sometime this fall after the
final criteria for statistical areas are published by the
Census Bureau.

Census tracts are statistical subdivisions of a
county with a population of 1,200 to 8,000
(optimum 4,000). Census tracts nest within
county boundaries.
Census block groups are statistical divisions
of census tracts with a population of 600 to
3,000 and which nest within census tracts.
Census designated places (CDPs) are
statistical counterparts of incorporated
places, and are delineated to provide data
for settled concentrations of population that
are identifiable by name but are not legally
incorporated. Examples of CDPs in the
MWVCOG region are Hayesville, which is in

The PSAP program is your opportunity to help
decide how vital data from the decennial census is
tabulated and reported. Learn more about PSAP
here: https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/
decennial-census/about/psap.html
Please contact Lesley Hegewald, GIS Analyst/Data
Specialist, with questions at lhegewald@mwvcog.org
or 503-540-1622.
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MWVCOG Board Meeting Schedule for 2018
Notes:
Board meetings are scheduled to
begin promptly at 3:30 p.m.,
except for the annual meeting,
which is an evening affair.
Executive Committee meetings are
scheduled to begin promptly at
3:30 p.m., unless specifically noted.

Date

Location

October 4 at 1:00 p.m. — Executive
Committee

COG Offices (100 High
St. SE, Suite 200, Salem)

October 16—COG Board

COG Offices

December 5—Executive Committee

COG Offices

December 18—COG Board

COG Offices

COG Works is also available on our website (www.mwvcog.org).
8

